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Large-Scale Development Projects and the Marginalized Society in Ethiopia
Toru Sagawa

Two large-scale development projects are in progress in Ethiopia. One is the building of the
Gibe 111 dam in the upper Omo river of southwestern Ethiopia since 2006. The dam will be
completed around 2012-13. It will significantly advance the ability of Ethiopian state to
produce and supply the electricity. The other is the building of commercial farms. The
government has leased many vast areas of land to foreign and domestic investors who plan
to produce crops for export. The Daasanach are agro-pastoralist in the lower Omo river of
southwestern Ethiopia. It is strongly feared that two projects will have negative influences on
the subsistence activities and social relations of the Daasanach and neighboring groups. The
purpose of this paper is to show the outline of two projects and to analyze how local peoples
respond to two projects. First, | summarize the Daasanach’s recognition on the dam. Next, |
clarify the relation between a commercial farm owned by Ethiopian Highlanders and the
Daasanach living around the farm. Then, | clarify the different attitude of the Daasanach
toward the farm by each generation-set. Last, | focus on the transformation of Daasanach’s

self-image after the building of commercial farm.

2006
3 2012 13

(waraji.1125@gmail.com)



2009 8 9 1

3 4 2010 4

(no man’s land)
(underused land)

61 1500m
400 700mm
! 1950 (Perkerra Irrigation Scheme)
(Anderson 1988) 1960
(Hogg 1987)
2 (Beruk 2008; Helland 2006; Mohammed 2004; Mohammud 2004;

Hangman & Mulugeta 2008; Taffesse 2000; Yacob 2000)



133 ( ) 29 1.200 1.500

19
1 1955 130

all grazing lands 1960 Civil Code

article 1168 15
1949 50
60 260 ha
5
(Ayalew 2001; Getachew 2001)
1974
1990 4 ha (Melesse 2004)

1991 EPRDF(Ethiopian People’s

Revolutionary Democratic Front) 1995
40 5
(FDRE 1995)
1998
NGO Pastoral Forum Ethiopia (PFE)
4 1999 1 25
2002
PASC: Pastoral Affairs Standing Committee
2000 04 5 (The Five-Year Development Plan)
2003 (Rural Development Policies and Strategies)
3
* Pastoral Forum Ethiopia (http:/mwww.pfe-ethiopia.org/about.html: 2010 2 22
)

° 617.300ha 417.000ha

130 ha 121.000ha 10

ha (Beruk 2004)

3



Addis Fortune 2010 1 25 ‘Awash Irrigation to Help Pastoralists
Settle’ 2006 5

60km 18 ha
3.6

(mind set)
(Addis Fortune 2010/1/25)

(zelan)
(Daasanach)
1 6
4 8
600km
7 8
12 2
400mm
6 (2009)

4



(gaal wariet)

19
(1936 1941)
1941
2001
1980
1974
2 ha ha
1991
2000
=FFET
o
#
st ¢:¢t>
kl‘ PEAHII
A—F
| S =t Bl
Foihs S . - - .- 5
- e L 1k




(ushumba)

19

3
3 (Gibe 11I)
7
3
300km 2006 7
(Salini Costruttori S.P.A)
2012 2013 2010 2
3 1 240m 151km
2 (BBC News 2009/3/25-26)
2008 09 2 155 (211
(International Rivers 2009/9/18)
3 2
1997 2003 2004 2 8 2 2004
2 2000 1 14
10
3 3
6500GWh 1 772GWh 2 1635GWh
3
! (Campagna & CEE Bankwatch Network 2008; BBC News
2009/3/25-26; Hathaway 2009; International Rivers 2009)
8 1.964 1
Kassahun (2004)



2005 25
(Campagna & CEE Bankwatch Network 2008: 4-5)
3 2009 9 13

Capital 2002 °

(Capital 2009/9/13)

3
4.07
500MW 200MW 50MW
3
96%
(International Rivers
2009)
10
2 International Rivers
(indigenous peoples) 10 10
30 (International Rivers 2009)
Centro Elettrotecnico Sperimentale
Italiana (CESI) Ethiopian Electric Power Corporation
(EEPCo)
K 2002 2008
09
10 1980



Agriconsulting Spa 2008; CESI Spa 2009)

2006 8
(SNNPRS 2006) 2006 8 21
364 15.000
3.000 15

2006 4
(Agriconsulting Spa 2008: 42-43. 95. 130. 141)
(Agriconsulting Spa 2008:
141) 3
(BBC 2009/3/25-36)

(2009/8/20 60 )
2006
(2007

364
2009
10
1 2006
2006 07

2006 07 4 2006
07

Appendix



(ARWG 2009)

2 3 10
(consultation)
2007 12 2006
1 12
285 2007 (Population Census Commission
2008) 48.067 46.532
11 3% 12
2009 8
2007 1
2009 2
2 2009 6
2009 8
11
122008 2

(Hathaway 2009: 5-8)



12

(2009/8/15 40 )

3 2009

(Survival International 2010/2/25)

13

2009

(war)

2009

10

8



3
(Los Angels Times 2009/5/14)

80
90
7 10m
(The Standards 2009/3/3)
2008 11 7 Friends of Lake Turkana(FoLT
Save Lake Turkana
2010 1 4 H
(The Standards 2009/4/5)
(The Standards 2010/1/21)
International Rivers
FoLT International Rivers
3 15
Survival International (The
world’s threatened tribal peoples) Omo Valley Tribes
10 BBC 2009 3 3
17
NGO
(International Rivers 2009: 5)
2009 7
3 4
4 FoLT http://Aww.friendsoflaketurkana.org/

5 hitp:/mwww.internationalrivers.org/node/3773
18 http:/Awww.survivalinternational.org/tribes/omovalley
7 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hifafrica/7955700.stm

11



(Daily Nation 2009/7/9)

(International Rivers 2010/2/5)

2010 1

3
18
3 2013
19
160 ha 8.420
(Reuters 2009/7/31)
270  ha 2009 10 160 ha
lha 10 12 50 99
(L’ Hebdo 2009/9/3)
39 ha (Addis Fortune 2009/12/6 )
2004 09 607.760ha 36.2 24 )
(Genet 2009/8/12)
2013 300 ha (idle land)
5 (The Guardian 2010/1/15)
2 (virginland) 50 ha (Grain 2010/1)
2009 30 ha
Karuturi
82010 5 (ICBC) 3 500
(International Rivers 2010/5/13)
1 1975

50

12



Global Ltd % 3 ha

1 ha

25 ha Saudi Star Agricultural
Development
FloraEcoPower 13 ha Fri-El Green Power
3 ha Ardent Energy Group 1.5 ha (L'Hebdo 2009/9/3)*
2000
2
28 3 ha
(Grain 2010/1) 2008 2009 180 (land grab)
(\oice of America 2010/1/28)
2009 4 25
(AU) [ ]
(Ethiopian Review 2009/4/30)
2009 9 23 (FAO)
(IFAD) (UNCTAD)
22
3
(Ethiopian Review 2009/12/4)
2 Karuturi Global Ltd 6 84 1ha
15 1.18USD (The Guardian 2010/1/15) 35 25
(Ethiopian Review 2009/6/8) 10.900ha
(Ethiopian Review 2009/12/31)
2 The Japan Times 4 4
4 11

2010/4/4 . 2010/4/11)
2 hitp:/Avww.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fisherylagriculture/summary0909.pdf

13

(The Japan Times



23

74 ha
6 ha (L"Hebdo 2009/9/3; The Guardian 2010/1/15)
24
(wastelands)
(Ethiopian Review 2009/6/10)
(displaced) (Ethiopian

Review 2009/11/20)%

(L’Hebdo 2009/9/3)

"The Best Investment
opportunity in SNNPR South Omo Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development Ethiopia’

Cultural Survival %

1 4
305.522ha
(transferred) 180.604ha
89 ha
18 ha
168 ha

(The Guardian 2010/1/15)

% Anywaa Survival Organisation(ASO) 2010 3 11 The Ethiopian Government’s Secret Land Grab
Deals Oromo Studies Association (OSA) 2010 2 25 The
Land Grab, Eviction of the Oromo People, The 21* New Colonization and Modern Slavery in Oromia

# Ethiopian Investment Agency

25

(dislocation) (The Japan Times 2010/4/11)
% hitp://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/194/SouthOmoAgr InvestmentAreas.pdf

14



Sr Geographical location District Capital Area Area Area
town Transferred verified (Ha) proposed to
(ha) MoARD lease (ha)
1 Southern part of South Dasenech  Omorate 89,000 76,409
Omo zone
2 Western part of South Gnangatom Kangati 63,000 71,473
Omo zone
3 Central part of South Hammer Dimeka 15,000 16,292
Omo zone
4 Northern part of South South Ari Gazer 14,017 16,451
Omo Zone

180,604 180,625

The Best Investment opportunity in SNNPR South Omo Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development Ethiopia

2.990ha
(Daily Monitor 2009/7/30)
18 ha 2000 9 21 Sara Ind
15 ha Daniel agro-industries 5 ha Retaagro 2 ha
(Addis Fortune 2009/9/27)
Amibara Agricultural Development Plc 4.446ha
(Addis Fortune 2009/10/4)
3 ha 3 (The
Ethiopian Herald 2010/1/1)
2009 8 2
10
ha
2
3 ha 2007
FRI-EL Green Power 2009 8 164ha
3
150 1 12 15
2
10km

15



1 ha

Zerihun Ambaye

Pastoralists Research and Development Association)’

EPaRDA
450
2008 8
1kg
8 10
2009 8
300ha
NGO
50
1 ha
1
2 EPaRDA
2001

282

NGO
lha 47
2009 1
2009 7
30ha
6
2009 8 23
2 3
2000 EPaRDA

1999

16

EPaRDA(Ethiopian

2010

28

NGO



2009 8 9

16

2006

2009 2009

17



1 1400
25
25
5
3 2 200
8 25
200 10
8 29 170

(2009/8/21 40 )

» 2009 8 30 1

15

18

450

20 40
13 7
30

40

15



(2009/8/20 20

(2009/8/22)

)

29
3 4

19

16

22



2km

18

30

30

20

16

20

19

30



(2009/8/23)

20 4

2009/8/24

25

2009

20

21

15

(2000/8/21)

(2000/8/25)

15



(shad)

(korkor

31

(2009/9/1 30 )

(haari)

A1

(shad)

(en)

(2009)

22

31



2009

(diimi)

10

1

(2009/8/24)

2009/8/25)

22 3

23

50

(gaal gudo)

(karo)

24



(2009/8/27 30 )

(2009/8/20 20 )
4
30
(2009/9/1 30 )
61 (n 23) (h 22) 82

24

(

2009)



(2009/8/20 50 )

2006

(tuur)

1960

(Almagor 1978: 43-45)

2009 8

2009 1

25



(2009/8/27 30 )

(osu)

(2009/8/27)

(2009/9/1)

(nyatal)

26



(2009/8/21)

3
50
(Hangman & Mulugeta 2008)
2
deech
inyasich inyasich
deech

27



(2009/8/25

(2009/8/27

50

(2009/8/27)

(inaf

28



21

20

(2009/8/20 50

(2009/8/27 30

2009

20

8

9

29

2006

100km

(Turton 2003: 18-19)

19

(maa aaniet)



(maa inyasich)

19
1980

30



19

G-COE

31



2007
2009

Almagor, U 1978a Pastoral Partners. Manchester, Manchester University Press.

Agriconsulting Spa.- Mid-Day International Consulting Engineers 2008 Gibe Il Hydroelectric Project:
Environmental Impact Assessment Additional Study of Downstream Impact.

Anderson, D.M 1988 Cultivating pastoralists. in D Johnson & D.M Anderson (eds), The Ecology of Survival,
pp. 241  260. London, Westview Press.

ARWG (Africa Resources Working Group) 2009 A Commentary on the Environmental, Socioeconomic and
Human Rights Impacts of the Proposed Gibe 111 Dam in the Lower Omo River Basin of Ethiopia.

Ayalew G 2001 Pastoralism under Pressure. Maastricht, Shaker Publishing

Beruk Y 2008 Natural resource and environmental management considerations and climate healing steps in
Ethiopia. in Pastoralist Forum Ethiopia Proceedings of the Fourth National Conference on Pastoral
Development in Ethiopia, pp. 60-91. Addis Ababa, PFE.

Campagna per la Riforma della Banca Mondiale and CEE Bankwatck Network 2008 The Gilgel Gibe
Affair: An Analysis of the Gilgel Gibe Hydroelectric Projects in Ethiopia. Roma.

CESI Spa.- Mid-Day International Consulting Engineers. 2009 Gibe Il Hydroelectric Project:
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 2008.

FDRE (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia) 1995 Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia. Addis Ababa, Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Getachew K.N 2001 Among the Pastoral Afar in Ethiopia. Utrecht, International Books.

Hathaway, T 2009 Facing Gibe 3 Dam: Indigenous Communities of Ethiopia’s Lower Omo Valley.
International Rivers.

Hangman, T and A. Mulugeta 2008. Pastoral conflicts and state-building in the Ethiopian lowland. Africa
Spectrum 43(1): 19-37.

Helland, J 2006 Pastoral land tenure in Ethiopia. Colloque International ““‘At the Frontier of Land Issues™.

Hogg, R 1987 Settlement, pastoralism and the commons. in D.M. Anderson and R.H Grove (eds.)
Conservation in Africa, pp. 293-306. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

International Rivers 2009 Fact Sheet: Gibe 111 Dam, Ethiopia. Berkley, International Rivers.

Kassahun K 2004 The social dimensions of development-induced resettlement. in A Pankhurst and F Piguet
(eds.) People, Space and the State, pp. 447-478. Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa University.

Melesse G 2004 The effects of investment on the livelihoods of the Tsamako in the Waito valley. in A
Pankhurst and F Piguet (eds.) People, Space and the State, pp. 264-284. Addis Ababa, Addis Ababa
University.

Mohammed M 2004 Case Study on the Pastoral Affairs Standing Committee of Ethiopia. NRI/PENHA
Research Project.

Mohammud A 2004 Pastoral development strategies/ policies in Ethiopia. in Pastoral Forum Ethiopia

32



Pastoral Development in Ethiopia, pp. 37-61. Addis Ababa, Pastoralist Forum Ethiopia.

Population Census Commission 2008 Summary and Statistical Report of the 2007 Population and Housing
Census: Population Size by Age and Sex. Addis Ababa, UNFPA.

SNNPRS (Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Regional State) 2006 South Omo Floods. Awassa,
SNNPR, Regional Rescue, Resource Mobilization and Rehabilitation Committee.

Taffesse M 2000 An overview and analysis of the history of public policy towards the development
pastoralism in Ethiopia. in Pastoral Forum Ethiopia Proceeding of the National Conference on Pastoral
Development in Ethiopia, pp. 33-41. Addis Ababa, Pastoralist Forum Ethiopia.

Turton, D 2003 The politician, the priest and the anthropologist. Ethnos 68 (1): 5-26.

Yacob A 2000 Pastoralism in Ethiopia. in Pastoral Forum Ethiopia Proceeding of the National Conference

on Pastoral Development in Ethiopia, pp. 26-32. Addis Ababa, Pastoralist Forum Ethiopia.

)
Addis Fortune 2009/9/27 Investors pleased with vast land grants from Fed, by Wudineh Zenebe.

2009/10/4 Amibara to purchase aircrafts from cessna on credit from US Exim Bank at a cost of
2.2m dollars, by Wudineh Zenebe.
2009/12/6 Land giveaways broaden.
2010/1/25 Awash Irrigation to Help Pastoralists Settle.
BBC News 2009/3/25-26 The Dam that divides Ethiopian, by Peter Greste.
Capital 2009/9/13 Capital top 25.
Daily Monitor 2009/7/30 SNNP developing Jatropha, Castro Bean, Palm Oil.
Daily Nation 2009/7/9 Ethiopia: Govt to build Fourth dam on River Omo, by Argaw Ashine.
Ethiopian Review 2009/4/30 Africa not benefiting from foreign land deals — AU official.
2009/6/8 Ethiopia: Indian Company launches multi-million birr agro-investment project in
Gambella.
2009/6/10 Inside the barley republic: Ethiopia’s land on fire sale, by Alemayehu G. Mariam.
2009/11/20 Ethiopian “virgin land’ for sale, by Andrew Rice.
2009/12/4 Foreigners are buying stolen Ethiopian land, by Fekade Shewakena.
2009/12/31 Ethiopia sells fertile land to foreigners as its own people starve.
Genet 2009/8/12 International agricultural land deals award Ethiopian virgin lands to foreign companies.
Grain (seedling magazine) 2010/1 Africa’s land and family farms-up for grabs?, by Joan Baxter.
International Rivers 2009/9/18 African Bank to Investigate Ethiopian Dam Concerns, by Lori Pottinger.
2010/2/5 Press Release: Ethiopian dam suffers tunnel collapse days after inauguration.
2010/5/13 Press Release: China’s biggest bank to support Africa’s most destructive dam.
L’Hebdo (Switzerland) 2009/9/3 Ethiopia. Now is harvest time, by Julie Zaugg.
Los Angeles Times 2009/5/14 Big dam, bigger problems.
Reuters 2009/7/31 Ethiopia sets aside land for foreign investors, by Tsegaye Tadesse.
Survival International 2010/2/25 ‘Open the dam and let the water flow’ — desperate plea from Omo Valley.

The Ethiopian Herald 2010/1/1 Company developing palm oil trees.

33



The Guardian 2010/1/15 Ethiopia: Farmers starve as govt sells land to foreigners, by Xan Rice.
The Japan Times 2010/4/4 Japan, please don't go grabbing Ethiopians' land, by C.W Nicol.
2010/4/11 No land grab in Ethiopia, by Abdirashid D.
The Standards 2009/3/3 Ethiopian dam project could kill Lake Turkana: A severe threat from across the
border in Ethiopia.
2009/4/5 Leader protest Ethiopia’s diversion of River Omo.
2010/1/21 Why residents want Ethiopian dam on River Omo stopped urgently.

Voice of America 2010/1/28 Activists, researches raise alarm on Africa’s ‘land grab’, by Nico Colombant.

34



