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Hemp Culture among the Miao People:
Change and Sustainable Connection between the Living and the Living, or the

Living and the Dead

Chie Miyawaki

This paper is to examine how change the hemp culture among the Miao people of
Wenshan in southwestern China. Although hemp cloth is very common materia in the Miao
clothing culture, the cultivation of hemp has rapidly decreased during the recent decade. To
wear hemp dothing has given an indication as Miao identity among the living people. But
accelerated effort toward a market economy made it change from hemp to industria cotton or
chemicd fibers The Miao women are generdly satisfied with the current Stuation because
they fed free from the burden of hemp claoth production. It is paid more attention the style as
Miao clothing than dothing material. However its symboalic meaning remains important in the
Miao rituals as the hemp works as a bridge between the living and the dead. If they don’t use
hemp in rituds, the soul of dead can’t cross over the other Sde where their ancestors live in.
Miao hemp culture has been decreased as dothing but has been also keeping function as
symboalic meaning in rituals.
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