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Claiming Ethnic Identity by Discriminated Minority:

Petitions by the Manjo and Resolution in Southwest Ethiopia
Sayuri Yoshida

Thisarticle is about the petitions by the Manjo and its resolution by the government,
in Kafa and Sheka zone, Southern Nations Nationdities and Peoples’ Regiond State of
Ethiopia. The Manjo are a socidly discriminated minority. Since the Ethiopian People’s
Revalutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) came to power and ethnic federalism became the
centrd policy of the federal government, such socidly discriminated minorities as the Manjo
have been more marginaized and they have been deprived of their rights to access to
economic and political resources. In 1997, some Manjo individuds have got together to
make petition to the zonal, regiona and federd government for improvement of socia
discrimination in Kafa and Sheka zone, and they have request that they should be recognized
as one of the ‘Nations, Nationdities and Peoples’. In 2008, regiona government resolved on
the Manjo issue. In the resolution, the government agreed that there is social discrimination
againg the Manjo, but rgected the idea that the Manjo are ‘Nations, Nationdities and
Peoples’. This atide describes the sociad and higtorical background of the Manjo and
provides the description of the petitions by the Manjo and its resolution by regiond

government.
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