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Focusing on the Relationship between Settlement and Pastureland-

Takahiro Tomita:+

After experiencing seven decades of socidism, Mongolia adopted a market
economy in the early 1990s. This economic trangition changed socio-economic
conditions in local societies. In particular, the privatization of pastoral cooperatives
(negdel) from 1991 has weakened the relationship between settlements (the center of
commerce and trade) and pasturdand (the center of livestock production), a
relationship supported by the domestic divison of labor during the collective period.
This paper focuses on this reationship to investigate how people have survived the
severe economic trangtion through animal husbandry. In conclusion, in order to cope
with economic difficulties after the trangtion to a market economy, people have
sought to take best advantage of each area’s characterigtic for raising livestock and
establishing residences. Also, this diverdty of living strategies has been supported by
the cooperation among households in Mongolian pastoral society in the taking care of
absentee member’sherds.
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