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Dancehall Gospel’s Male Image and Jamaican Church Communities:
Conceptual Framework to Study the Influence of the Male Image on Social Groups

Kenichi Ninomiya

Dancehdl Gospd isaform of Gogpd musicin Jamaica.  Asthe name suggedts, it
has the musica character of Dancehdl music, which is the maingream form of popular
music in Jamaica. Dancehall Gospel singers are cdled ‘Gospe Degjays’. One of the
characterigtics which sets Dancehall Gospe apart when it is compared with other forms
of gogpe music in Jamaica is that while gospd sngers and church choirs are
predominantly femae, most gospe degjaysare male.

This paper examines the image of the ‘Chrigtian’ male, which Dancehal Gospel
represents, and considers the influence that it has on Jamaican church communities.
This paper dso aims to congtruct a conceptud framework within which to sudy the
influence of thema eimage on socia groups.

Chapter 1 reviews three mgjor perspectives found in Caribbean masculinity sudies
and shows that they lack effective concepts with which to study the influence of amale
image on socid groups. Chapter 2 presents the background of Dancehdl Gospd. It
examines the male image represented by church and Dancehall respectively.  Chapter 3
examines the male image created by Gospe Degjays through their stage performances
and considers the influence of that mae image on church communitiesin Jamaica.  The
last chapter makes severd notes to congruct the conceptua framework to sudy the
influence of thema eimage on socia groups.
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1 2001
Population by Religious Affiliation/Denomination: 2001

Religious Affiliation/Denomination Total Population % of Total
Jamaica 2,595,962 100.00
Anglican 93,612 3.61
Baptist 188,770 7.27
Brethren 24217 0.93
Church of God in Jamaica 124,184 4.78
Church of God of Prophecy 113,225 4.36
New Testament Church of God 163,912 6.31
Other Church of God 215,837 8.31
Jehovah's Witness 44,203 1.70
Methodist 50,024 193
Moravian 20,975 0.81
Pentecostal 247,452 9.53
Rastafarian 24,020 0.93
Roman Catholic 67,204 2.59
Seventh Day Adventist 281,353 10.84
United Church 64,154 2.47
Baha'i 279 0.01
Hinduism 1,453 0.06
Islam 1,024 0.04
Judaism 357 0.01
Other Religion/Denomination 253,652 9.77
No Religion/Denomination 543,902 20.95
Not Reported 72,151 2.78

Source: Jamaica Population Census 2001, Statistical | nstitute of Jamaica

11



2 2001

Population by Sex and Religious
Affiliation/Denomination by Parish

Parish and Total Male Female
Religious Afﬁ!'iation/Denomination

All Jamaica 2,595,962 1,275,670 1,320,292
Anglican 93,612 42,693 50,919
Baptist 188,770 84,460 104,210
Brethren 24,217 10,626 13,591
Church of God in Jamaica 124,184 52,320 71,864
Church of God of Prophecy 113,225 49,734 63,492
New Testament Church of God 163,912 71,158 92,754
Other Church of Ged 215,837 93,310 122,527
Jehovah's Witness 44,203 18,411 25,792
Methodist 50,024 22,248 27,776
Moravian 20,975 9,746 11,228
Pentecostal 247,452 105,637 141,815
Rastafarian 24,020 20,610 3,410
Roman Catholic 67,204 31,248 35,956
Seventh Day Adventist 281,353 127,318 154,035
United Church 64,154 28,165 35,988
Baha'i 279 146 133
Hinduism 1,453 825 628
Islam 1,024 676 348
Judaism 357 193 165
Other Religion/Denomination 253,652 110,892 142,761
No Religion/Denomination 543,902 357,637 186,265
Not Reported 72,151 37,617 34,534

Source: Jamaica Population Census 2001, Statistical | nstitute of Jamaica
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