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Obduracy in/of City:
An Anthropological Essay on the City as a Chain of Events+

Shuhe Kimura**

Nowadays the number of anthropologists studying in city is increasing; however,
relaively few anthropologists focus on the city as a whole. The complexity of globalized
cities daunts anthropologists’ courage to say something about what the city is. However, asis
obvious in organization studies, qualitative approach is more effective than quantitative
approach to describe extremely complex situations? Based on review on path-breaking works
by Néstor Garcia-Candlini, Bruno Latour, James Holston and Anique Hommels, | would attempt
to provide a prliminary framework to describe the dynamic nature of cities as a chain of
eventsin thefirst part of this paper.

In the latter part, | would provide a case study on Istanbul, focusing on the unique
temporality of an unfinished urban reform project of this city. Aiming at making Istanbul
more earthquake resistant, this project (to be exact, a series of projects) launched just after the
Kocadli Earthquake in 1999. However, it goes back and forth between, in Latour’s term,
“project” and “object”. | would describe and analyze the multiple ements (including myself)
that generates the uniqueness of the temporality of this project, and beyond the contingent
entanglement of these elements, | would attempt to trace the dynamic becoming of Istanbul
beyond the project.
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