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Fragmentation of Person or Generation of New Relatedness ? :
Through the Debate on the Reproductive Technology in Italy

Taeko Udagawa

Developments in reproductive technologies have been
considered to affect and transform not only everyday notions
but also academic knowledge practices of kinship, especially
anthropology of kinship. In this article I would like to
reexamine what really has been changing, because
reproductive technologies are now being practiced and
discussed more in terms of life, specifically embryo, than of
kinship. Embryo-life discourse would mean that person were
deprived of any relatedness, highly individualized, and then
fragmented to parts such as DNA, cells, internal organs etc.. I
am afraid that this shift might alienate reproductive
technologies from kinship studies. But embryo-life idiom
certainly interweaves with kinship one, and this very idiom
might generate some new kind of relatedness that might be
unpredicted, reconstructing knowledge also of nature,
technology, biological facts, body etc.. So articulating this
embryo-life discourse with kinship one will give new and more
radical scope to kinship studies. Here I work on this issue
through the analysis of the situation in Italy, especially of the
debate on the medically assisted procreation law enacted in
2004.
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