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Thai Female Migration to Japan: Flows and Consequences

Pataya Ruenkaew

Since the early 1980s Thai women haet off for international labor migration and
Japan is among the most important receiving caestn Asia. Based on the findings of
the study orirhe Rights of Thai Women to Migrate to Work Abr@Rataya 2009) this
paper discusses the development in Thai femalesnedional migration to Japan.
Taking into account that migration is a dynamicemended process that can produce
conseqguential events, the paper discusses the Bowsai women to Japan and their
consequences. To point out the continuous natutki®fmigration, it will start with a
description of the number of Thai migrants in @héstination country.

1. Thai Migrantsin Japan

Figure 1. Thai Migrant Flows
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The legal labor migration from Thailand to Japagdre about the end of the 1970s.
Along with this kind of labor migration, the illegeecruitment of Thai labor, especially
that of women for prostitution, has begun in 198dichit/ Pawana 1997:26). Statistics
gathered by the Japanese Ministry of Justice itelitlhat the number of Thai new
entrants has been very dynamic. It increased eladively steady manner from 1980 to
1989. In 1991, when the economic boom in Japarheghits peak, the number of Thais
entering Japan had exceeded 100,000, but thereaitain only five years it sharply
declined by nearly half. Looking at the gender ribsttion of the number of Thai
immigrants, we find that from 1980 to 1997 the nembf entries into and exits from
Japan by male Thais was slightly higher than thatemales but since 1998 the
numbers have been lower. The fluctuation of malai Thigrants is higher but the
women have a longer duration of stay though theyetess frequently (Pataya 2004:
37). Information from NGOs and the Thai embassycig that a number of unlawful
entries do not appear in these statistics. The eummbThais entering Japan thus must
be higher than official statistics show.

Figure 2: Thai Overstayersin Japan
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Figure 2 shows that from 1993 to 1995 there were tighest number of Thai
overstayers and from 1996 the number declined gthdun 2008 less than 10,000
Thais overstayed their visa. However, this does meain that the number of Thai
population in Japan decreased. Looking at the alathe registered Thais in Japan, the
trend goes in the opposite direction.



Figure 3: Registered Thai Migrantsin Japan
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The Japanese immigration law requires migrantsrsiay Japan for over 90 days to
register with the local government. This includesmigrants without legal status
though only few do. The majority of registered maigs are those holding legal status.
Since 1990 there was a rapid increase in the nusmisieihai women registered in
Japan. In 2007 a toal number of 41,384 Thais wegestered in Japan. 11,230 were
men while 30,154 were womehaking into account the number of Thai immigrants
without legal status who have not registered theber of Thai migrant women in

Japan must be higher.

Figure 4: Registered Thai Migrantsin Japan, by legal status
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Figure 4 shows the number of registered Thai migranJapan broken down by legal
status, namely spouses of Japanese nationalssdsaand students of language schools
(shugakus@i The number of these three groups of Thais irmadapdicates, as will be
discussed in a later chapter, the continuationabbd and marriage migration from
Thailand to Japan and its consequences. The nuvhddrais registered as trainees and
students of language school has remained relats@hgtant with a slight increase. In
contrast, the number of Thais registered as spafségpanese is dynamic. It increased
from 1997 to 2001 and decreased gradually afterward

2. Thai Migration to Japan

There are legal and illegal flows from ThailandJapan, depending on the venue of
migration as will be shown in the following.

2.11llegal Labor Migration

Japan has no policy of accepting unskilled foreigmkers despite the fact that medium
and small businesses are faced with labor shoridwre are no official overseas labor
contracts between Thailand and Japan. Many Thaiser elapan through venues
facilitated by brokers that are part of transnatlocriminal networks. In general the
women have gained information on economic oppdramiin Japan from relatives,
friends, or other acquaintances who later introdbee to the brokers. These brokers then
make arrangements for the women's travel and jabepient, obtaining the necessary
documents including visa, contacting job brokerdapan, and organizing the trip.

.My friend has induced me to come to Japan. Sh& #al wanted to be rich, | should
come....I could work in a factory making lamps @odld earn 4-50,000.- Baht monthly.
She was a recruiter working for a broker in Bangkadks | agreed to come, the broker
came to take me to apply for a passport and visa.bfoker brought also a ticket for me. |
did not have to pay anything. The broker paid ehamng and organized a trip. There were
five women including me who came in the same tp/andee:1/13-26)

When the women arrive in Japan, job brokers redéisa and deliver them to employers.
The women utilizing this way had found work as coencral sex workers in snack bars
or as workers in small or medium manufactures sisctfood production etc.

“My niece and 7 of her relatives and two sistersmfie came to Japan, they all were
brought to Nagano to work in snack bars....... | edater with another friend of mine.
As we arrived the brokers took us to Nagano as istgrs’ case but to Terauchi. We
were brought to work in a food manufacture” (Mora:18).

Many women knew before that they were going toebeveorkers in snack bars in Japan,
while some had no idea which kind of work they wiblaé given. They were deceived to
take part in transnational prostitution. Thus thesptution migration from Thailand to
Japan can be considered partly as voluntary artty gar involuntary, from the point of
view of migrant women.

“The one who took me here was called S. He waa@yrarrested. He took me out of the
bar one night, to his office. There | saw many pads. | asked him why he had so many
passports. He said he brought women to work abtoadlustralia and Japan, and asked
me whether | would like to go, too. | said, of cayrl would like to.” (Patama:1/2-3).

! Interview quotation: (Wandee:1/13-20) means irieanwith Wandee, page 1, line 13 to 20.



“I was lured to come here. They said | could comavork in a restaurant or in a beauty
salon, just for a month. They were friends of mytmeo......They told me that | would

wash dishes in the kitchen and would earn 10,@&th a month. They did not tell me

that | would work in a snack bar.” (Mala:1/1-2,28)2

2.2 Legal Labor Migration.

There are three venues utilized by Thai women tgrate to work in Japan legally.
They enter the country using a visa of entertajinieasnees and students of language
schools. Very frequently the migration with enteréa’s visa is a hidden recruitment for
transnational prostitution. Many graduates thie College of Dramatic Arts have been
lured into this business. The women were promiseldet employed only for performing
Thai traditional dances in a restaurant or snack Inathe work place they spend just a
small amount of their time performing and are praszed to accept the offer of their
employers to provide sexual services to clientss hbecause the wage for a dancer is
relative low and insufficient for the cost of ligiin Japah

In the early 1980s Japan issued a new categorgsadant permifor “trainees”, which
allows people from other Asian countries to unddrgming in corporations with more
than 50 employees in Japan (Behaghel/ Vogt 200h: 12 recruitment is operated by
the corporations themselves through their branéibesfin the sending countries or by
organizations established by the Japanese govetrsueh as the Japan International
Training Cooperation Organization (JITCO) or thevggomental organs themselves. It
was an attempt of the Japanese government to teitife pressure from business
associations of small and medium enterprises fagiagvere shortage of unskilled labor.
Therefore, such training programs have been toadiliy a hotbed for disguised labor
outside the area permitted by the visa (Suzuki BE@®6). The migration of many
trainees is also facilitated by brokers. As Maeported:

.My trip was organized by a broker. | have paicbgéther 200,000 Baht. | have taken a
credit from a Bank. That broker is Thai and workgether with a Japanese broker. They
go from one factory to another asking workers tme@nd work in Japan. My sister came
eight months before me, through the same brokee t8ld me to contact them.”
(Marin:1/4-10).

Another lawful path of labor migration to Japanhksing admitted to a Japanese
language school, the so-callsdugakuseiStudents in a variety of schools other than
the institutions of higher education specifiedhe School Education Law, or vocational
and special schools, are granted entry (Komai B395This channel was opened in fall
1984, when the immigration restrictions for foregjundents were relaxed and they were
allowed to work 20 hours a week, so that they daante their studies and cost of
living (Behaghel/ Vogt 2006:127). As suckhugakuseihas been misapplied as a
convenient vehicle for labor migration. A numberfafeign students immigrate de facto
for the purpose of working in Japan while scarcelyot at all attending the classes. They
are disguised laborers.

»A friend who worked in the same firm went to Ja@ana student of a language school.
She suggested me to follow her. | saw she wenethevould like to go, too. | wanted
to learn, but my main interest was to work in Jap&orking here [in Thailand, P.R.] |
could earn only little. They said, only washinghdis you could earn more than 10,000.-
a month. | would like also to help my family. | g, | could learn and work in Japan
at the same time” (Wanni:1/5-11).

2 Interview with the coordinator of the Friends ¥iomen in Aichi on 25 November 2008.



2.3 Marriage Migration

During the recent 20 years intermarriages betwden women and Japanese men have
increased rapidly. This indicates the growth of mage migration from Thailand to
Japan. There are four ways in which intermarriaggaitiated:

- Spontaneous marriage: In this variant, the coumetsspontaneously and decides to
marry. As interview data shows, the women who aptifiternational marriage must
have contact to foreigners, e.g. have worked ieifpr enterprises or in tourist areas like
Phuket or Khwaosan-Road, Bangkok.

“That time | worked in a firm producing spare pdds Honda. My son was about one
and a half year old. He [the husband-to-be, P.&1eto check the orders in Thailand.
He worked for Honda. He came and went 3 or 4 timean interval of 3 months. We
knew each other then.” (Matsi :1/18-21).

“One relative of mine opened a bier bar in Phuketecided to go and work there.
While working in that bar | met my Japanese husbatedwas a tourist. We liked each
other, so we lived together there.” (Praeo:1/32-34)

“After completing vocational school | went to Barmgklooking for a job. | got a job as
a receptionist in a hotel at Khwaosan-Road. | hadked there for 2 years when | met
my husband. He came to see me in Hotel every dayeS8me later we decided to live
together.” (Weelee:2/7-9).

- Informal match-making: introduction through frasnor relatives, who themselves are
marriage migrants. My interview data reveal thagiTimarriage migrant women were
asked to find a bride by friends or relatives af hepanese husband. So they themselves
have become match-makers trying to establish aacbitetween Japanese men and
their Thai friends or relatives.

“I had many friends. One of them introduced my J&se husband to me. At the
beginning | did not think anything. ...She said,ymaintroduce to you a Japanese
boyfriend....As my friend introduced him to me, dta to translate for me, because |
had never had a foreign boyfriend before. We usexkdm English. We stayed in
contact. One day he asked me to marry him. Fitisbught if | marry him, how would
my life be in a foreign country. But | was fond bim. We kept contact through
telephone for more than three months.” (Wiman: 1/ &]-

- Marriage bureaus: The commercial arrangementntérmarriage between Thai
women and Japanese men is relative unknown andy rdoeumented in Thailand.
According to my interview data, such institutiores/a existed already since 1992. And
in 2004 this business still existed. Wirat and Maravho were introduced to their
Japanese husbands through such bureaus enteredidd@®2 and 2004 respectively.
The women have learned about the service of sualeabs mainly from their
acquaintances or relatives who work as recruitetseoagencies.

“I went to that firm to leave my application for toh-making. This firm searched
brides for Japanese men. | knew it from a colleadne aunty worked there. She
persuaded me to apply for a Japanese bride-grobautfone month later | got a phone
call from that firm, telling me that there was same interested in me. | had to give my
bio-data and address. The firm was situated in Bakgin a travel agency. | did not
have to pay anything.” (Wiyada:1/4-8).

- Introduction through friends or relatives who Wwdor a Japanese marriage bureau.
Some women | interviewed were introduced to thapahese husband by their friends



or relatives. In contrast to the introduction thghufriends and relative as described
above, the match-makers in these cases are paid&yanese marriage bureau.

“A friend of mine married a Japanese man. Shenwdhow rich Japanese people were
and that we could earn much money. Many villagets rom my village and those in
the surroundings migrated to Japan. This frienérexdt Japan legally and did not have
to pay anything. So, | asked her to find me a hndba........ We wrote through my
friend for 6 months and exchanged our photos. t sene to this friend and she sent
one photo of a Japanese man to me....... It waseadly a marriage bureau, she was a
housewife. But she took money from the man. As @wknshe has arranged 4 or 5
marriages. My husband had paid quite a big amoumtomey.” (Wimala: 1/5-7, 14-18,
23-25).

Besides, there is another kind of marriage mignatibich | consider as an outcome of
labor migration. Many women who initially were djal workers either in the sex
industry or in other areas sometime later met Jegamen who were willing to marry
them. Because they did not possess any officialiment the women had to surrender
themselves to the immigration police to return teailand in order to apply for a
passport and documents needed for marriage. Thgnataiagain to Japan as a bride of
a Japanese man. This cannot be anything othentaamage migration.

.l came to work in Nagoya, in a snack bar whose ewwas a Thai lady. After one
month | met my husband....... He introduced me soparents, then | quit the job and
lived with him. His parent accepted me as theirgtider in law. | went back to Thailand
in 1995, had to surrender myself to the immigratomiice, because | wanted to get
married with him. | had to go back to apply for doents. | had to wait there for more
than one year.” (Pring:2/2-4,13-17).

2.4 Trafficking in Persons

When raising an issue on traffic in perdoaespecially in women, one will recall the
recruitment for commercial sex workers. In casdabbr migration from Thailand to
Japan, the recruitment of workers and traineesladses traits of traffic in persons. The
migration of interviewee Mora and her relativese($iee quotation above) reveals that
many women willing to migrate could not select whignd of work they would like to
do. Who obtains which job placement is under tHe sonsideration of brokers. There
remains no possibility for the women to negotiadeduse their unlawful entry leads to
an illegal status. In such situation the women stebe at the mercy of the brokers.

The findings of my recent study (Pataya 2009) uitkerthe misuse by brokers of
trainee visas as a venue for recruitment of ureskilaborers . Considering the method
of visa arrangement and job placement such recemtroan be regarded as traffic in
persons. ,| got a three years visa as traineetl@wrisa application the broker let me
sign a contract with one firm who produced sim#aticles as those produced in the
factory | had worked before. But when | arrivedlapan the firm | should work for was

% The definition utilized here is adapted from thetBcol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
Persons, especially Women and Children, Supplemgnthe United Nations Convention Against
Transnational Crime: “Trafficking in persons” shatiean the recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harboring or receipt of persons, by means of theathor use of force or other forms of coercion, of
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abus@afrer or of a position of vulnerability or of thévigg

or receiving of payment or benefits to achievedbiesent of a person having control over anothesqrer
for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shaficlude at a minimum, the exploitation of the
prostitution of others or other forms of sexual lekption, forced labor or services, slavery orgiges
similar to slavery, servitude or the removal ofansg.



a different one. It was an agricultural estatelThailand | had never worked in the field.

| hate agriculture” (Marin:2/1-3) “Upon arrival theoker brought us to one place in a
suburb of Tokyo. After a while some factory owneasne to see us. Then they mad a
selection which trainees they wanted to take tavbekers in their enterprises. | did not

have the luck that this owner chose me to work .hehe sister was chosen by other

factory owner and now earns 18-19,000 monthly.” (ilt&/6-9).

Besides, there were cases of Thai migrants whqhatithe broker for the arrangement
of labor migration with the status of trainees, hat obtained only tourist visa. They
were told that they would be granted a trainee msdapan. After arrival they were

brought to a factory and did not received any ndwsn the brokers. It can be

anticipated that they would share the common plighthany Thai migrant workers, i.e.
they overstay their tourist visa and become illegajrant workers.

3. Consequences of Thai Female Migration to Japan

Considering the continuous process of migratiominduthree decades the flows of Thai
women to Japan have borne the following outcomes:

3.1 The Development of Status From Spouse to Transnational Migrant Worker
and viaversa.

After some years of stay, many women in my samph® witially immigrated as
spouses of a Japanese have searched and obtgoleglacement, particularly when
they could manage their daily life in Japanese leemtheir children did not depend on
them any more. “I have two children, one is 15 gedd and the other one is 12. At the
moment | work in a factory producing spare partsHonda. | started to search for a job
6-7 years ago, as my children have grown up anddctake care of themselves.”
(Wirat:1/17-19).

Many Thai women | interviewed have lived with thparents in law. As a daughter in
law of a Japanese family some women were expecdtadke the burden from their
mother in law regarding household works that leém little free time. The door to the
outside world and to the employment has opened iéer separation. “In the house of
my parents in law my father in law was a househo&hager, he did everything. We
had to live due to Japanese tradition. | could gotout but had to work to do
everything......The factory where | work producas spare parts. As | was in the shelter
they told me to think what | want to do. Nowadayg parents in law ask me to return
to their house. My husband also would like me tdgok to him. But | do not want to.
Because living with him there | was not free. Itfeke | was put in a house of
detention.” (Weelee:1/33-34, 2/23-26).

While many women have developed their role to bam@snational worker, some cannot
manage to do so because of their poor masteryeoddpanese language. “Here | am a
house wife. | have tried to find a job, washingheéis in a restaurant. | went there and
asked for a job. The owner did not give me anyljebause | could not speak Japanese
well. | have learned the language, but only to bke & speak with my husband. At
work place | have to communicate with the otheid lacould not.” (Marasri:1/26-27).

As discussed above, many women who initially ewteéhee country as illegal migrant
workers later could change their status to be aispof a Japanese through marriage.
Some women left their jobs and became house-wiwbde a number of them still



pursued their working career. Mora, a former macitufeng worker, continued hers in a
noodle factory. After marriage some formal comnmareex workers like Patama and
Malai kept on working in a snack bar but only sejldrinks.

Therefore, under certain circumstances and in icepariods of time e.g. after the
burden of child raising, free from household duaesl equipped with language skills,
women can develop their roles, from migrant work&rsspouse or from spouse to
transnational workers. The roles are interchangeaidl frequently migrant women can
possess different roles at the same time.

3.2 The Subsequent Immigration of Children of Thai Migrant Women

Interview data indicate that a lot of Thai migravdmen belong to the group of single
mothers, i.e. separated or divorced women who th&esole responsibility for their
children born in the relationship with Thai men.tef a certain period of time,
particularly when they gain legal status or théwe$ are settled in the destination
country Thai migrant women fetched their childrenstay with them idapan. The
reasons why they wanted their children to live wiftem in Japan are diverse. A good
education, better life and future prospects seetetdhe main reasons. However, for
some women having the children live with them appda be a possibility to free
themselves from the burden of supporting the fateittybehind. “I took my child to me
as she was 12 years old, after completion of eléamgischool, actually to accompany
me. | have not raised her myself. So | think wendbhave a relationship of parent and
child. It might be the same as my relationship tp parent. They did not raise me
either. May be | want to get rid of the burden. Whey child stays with me | do not
need to remit money home.” (Praoe:2/18-23).

The age of the children at the time of immigrati@mies. It ranges from small children
aged under the age of 5 to teenagers. While maigreh could adjust to the new
environment, some face difficulties. The study @ti&l Inclusion of Children whose
Parent is Foreigner in Japan (Saito 2010) points ppablems of the subsequently
immigrated children in different age groups. Sn@Hiildren, under 6 years old, their
mothers have no access to information on vaccinai to health insurance as well.
Japanese language seems to be a problem of childtiea age group between 7 and 15
years, besides the problem of school bullying @mFrequently they are also
communication gaps between parent and child. Thelgms of children between 16
and 18 years comprise lacking opportunities tonleghie Japanese language, school
dropout and temptation to commit crime.

3.3 Stateless Children Born to Illegal Thai Migrantsin Japan.

My former study showed that there is a considerabimber of children born to Thai
migrant women who obtain no legal status (Patay®2P0Nomen shelters report that it
is very difficult for children born out of wedlodlo acquire Japanese citizenship, even
though the father is a Japanese. The procedureqaisition of Japanese citizenship is
complicated. On the other hand most of the womear-stayed their visa and did not
have documents because these were taken away tebMiby agents facilitating their
immigration into Japan. Without documents the wornannot identify themselves as
Thai citizens. As a result, their children cannodqare Thai citizenship. Besides, there
are many children born from Thai mothers and Jegmfehers who were left to stay in
orphanages and who have no documents. All thesencgtances result in statelessness
of children of illegal Thai migrant women. The ekaamber of these children remains
unexplored.



3.4 The Development of the Thai Community in Japan®.

The data obtained from interviews and from obséwashow that Thai migrants
arrived in Japan since the beginning of the 198@k many of them, including those
without legal status, remain in the country, thodghing some difficulties. Over a
considerable time they gradually built up a Thanawunity. This is not a community in
the conventional concept that is restricted to kectivity in a specific locality with
clear boundaries, but refers to a series of comquaiities and a specific potential for
social action (Brummelhuis 1999:174). Graduallyythecruit relatives and friends, and
establish their own businesses. In Japanese tgrriteey interact as Thai, share
common objectives and subjective characteristidshave to depend on one another for
survival in Japan. As a result a Thai community baterged and serves as a self-
protection or self-built resistance for mental sdguof the community members, as
self-reliance in a crisis situation and at the séime a mechanism to achieve their goal
of migration i.e. to earn a high amount of money femittance to Thailand and to
remain in Japan as well. One part of this commuisity group of people without legal
status.

3.5 The Repatriation to Thailand

A considerable number of Thai women have entergehrJainlawfully and remain
illegal migrants. After some time some women hasmed to Thailand. There are
“voluntary“ and “forced” returns Kannika (2007) found that Thai migrant workers in
Japan voluntarily returned when they were convinoédhe achievement of their
migration’s objectives, i.e. having enough savifgsthe resettlement in their villages.
On the other hand, many of them have longed for¢haeification with their family in
Thailand. However, as Kato (2007) pointed out in $tedy on female returnees, the
failure to fulfill migration’s goal may lead to wahtary return as well. Because of their
illegal status they have to report to the Japai@seigration bureau which then will
organize their deportation, or they require supfantn the Thai embassy which then
contacts the Japanese immigration bureau for tpert®ion and search for shelter to
stay while waiting for departure.

Many women do not wish to be repatriated. Generdligre were arrested during
routine controls conducted by the Japanese imnmgraiureau in snack bars or in
manufactures. Few studies regarding Thai femalernmeés indicate many problems
these women faced in Thailand such as a lack ofojtortunities (Caouette/ Saito
1999), social reintegration and acceptance (Kaf@/R0According to Kato(2007:90),
economic achievement that women gained from thegration seems to be an
important condition for acceptance by the socibtyder the new Japanese immigration
policy which aims, among other things, to redueedize of the migrant population that
overstayed their visa, the increase in number ofiafe returnees to Thailand is
anticipated. In many areas like Ibaraki and Tochigi immigration bureau operated
raids in snack bars and manufactures nearly man#idya result many Thai women
were arrested and deported to Thailand’et, measures for social and economic
integration of returnees are still missing.

“ More detail about this issue please see my awicl€oward the formation of a community. Thai
migrants in Japan (Pataya 2004).

® According to the definition of the Internationatg@nization for Migration (IOM 2005), voluntary
return’ is one based on the voluntary decisiorhefihdividual, and ,forced return’ means returnttisa
not undertaken by the individual voluntarily.

® Interview with the chairperson of Thai VolunteegtiWorks in Japan on 20 November 2008.



Excursion: Comparison with Female Thai Migration to Ger many.

Migration from Thailand to Germany, other than tpdn, is clearly dominated by
women when considering the gender proportion ofi Pogulation in Germany. The
number of Thai women living in Germany has increlasgpidly since 1975 and the
growth continues steadily. 85% of Thais in Germargywomen.

The migration has served two purposes, (1) to wardinly in prostitution and less in
other areas, and (2) to marry a German. Howevarale migration from Thailand to
Germany is to be considered as marriage migratiolke that to Japan which clearly
includes labor migration. Thai women utilize mageaas a means for immigration to
Germany. The status of a spouse of a German cifim®rides them with residence and
work permits that constitute the prerequisitesificome earning, their intended aims of
migration. Marriage migration can thus be definesl aigration concerning or
emerging by means of marriage. Given the barrieismmigration policy of countries
of destination, marriage has turned out a meansgail immigration coupled with the
expectation of social and economic achievemerfbllbws from my findings (Pataya
2003) that many Thai women migrating by means ofriaage to a German share one
common intention, i.e. to search an opportunitydomployment in Germany. Because
of the hindrance from immigration laws, if they waio stay they have to marry
regardless of their purpose, whether they wantuitd kla new family, search for better
earning or to work in prostitution. Migration-cumamiage should therefore be
considered as a variety of transnational labor atign. It is a specific female form of
migration. This aspect of utilizing marriage as me&r immigration (for the purpose
of working) to Japan is yet to be explored.

A considerable number of Thais in Germany shares @ymmon characteristic with
those in Japan, namely that they are single mathdter a period ranging from 6
months to 3 years, when they can manage theirglitire women take their children to
live with them in Germany. Hence, as in the Japawase, migration to Germany leads
to the subsequently immigration of children. Theialosituation of these children is not
yet the topic of either academics or policy makekscording to informatiohfrom
organizations and individuals providing supporTtai women and their children, some
children face difficulties in adjusting to the newrroundings, in finding friends, in the
school system as well, particularly those who weemagers at the time of immigration.

In Germany the problem of stateless children borithai migrant women is virtually

non-existent. On the one hand, most Thai womenimlatdegal status. On the other
hand though mothers do not have resident permittHeir children the process of
acquiring German citizenship is not at all as cooapéd and difficult as in Japan.
Children born to foreign women will be granted Gameitizenship when the natural
father is either a German or a foreigner possesaipgrmanent resident permit and
having lived in Germany for more than 7 years, asnowledges paternity. If the
father is not willing to do, the youth welfare a# will undertake DNA test to force

acknowledging of paternity.

Thai female migration to Germany started more ttitaee decades ago. The pioneer
migrant women have become aged persons. Orgamgzadiod individuals supporting

"It is a stock-taking on the living conditions gmablems of the subsequently immigrated children |
conducted recently. Its findings were presentdthénworkshop on The Subsequently Immigrated
Children in Japan and Germany, National Women’'scatlan Center, 23 January 2010



Thai women report that a number of aged migranes iaquiring for regulations,
conditions and practical suggestions for returningThailand. The repatriation to
Thailand of migrant women happens in Germany noysdand most of the women are
in the retire aged.

4. Conclusion

Thai female migration to Japan has occurred forentban two decades. The flows
comprise marriage migration, legal and illegal Ilabmigration which bear
characteristics of trafficking in persons. The nemiof Thais registered in Japan
confirms the continuing process. Furthermore, @dg to subsequent immigration of
children and produces outcomes such as the tramsdf status from spouse to
transnational worker, which is interchangeable,casterable number of stateless
children born to illegal Thai Migrants, the formati of a Thai community and the
repatriation to Thailand. Policy makers and acadsnm both the sending and receiving
countries are hardly aware of these outcomes oflemigration from Thailand to
Japan. This is so because migration is often pedes a phenomenon that ends with the
entry into the receiving country.

There is only scarce knowledge of the situatiorthaef subsequently immigrated and
stateless children. Similarly information on livingnd working conditions of
transnational workers who abandoned the statusspbas, and on the Thai community
in Japan is lacking. These aspects should acouiegest both from academics and
become topics of study in order to build up bodyknbwledge, and from Thai and
Japanese policy makers to devise measures agh@s# problems based on academic
findings.
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