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From Modern Urban Study to Connected Urban History:

Reconsideration of World Perspective from a Viewpoint of Colonial City*

Kyota YAMADA**

Industrial Revolution has long been set as a direct origin of an art of town planning
which is a criterion of the modern city. Not only urban history study but other
disciplines, such as economic history or general history, had been shared similar stories
of Western impact and discontinuity in the 19" century.

But now, in many disciplines, alternative perspectives on formation of the modern
world which lay their basis on autonomy and active agency of each region or country
are taking the place of description on the modernity which lays its origin exclusively to
the West.

This paper discusses meaning of these movements on historiography of the
modernity and proposes an idea of “connected urban history” as future direction of
urban study through examining history of modern urban studies together with trends of
relating disciplines and those of economic development which shaped fundamental

frame of 20th century’s international relations.
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