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Gyoji Banshoya is a Japanese planner who worked for the urban planning in the 

Middle East and the North Africa as lifework. After graduation from the seminar of 

Kiyoshi Seike, he studied under the supervision of G.Hanning and G.Candillis in 

ATBAT. Then he worked in Alger for the housing that permits Muslims and Christians 

coexist. As an expert of UNDP, he started in 1962 to work in Beirut, Damascus and 

Aleppo with M.Ecochard. Referring to the CIAM policies, they tried to preserve the old 

cities by way of activation with introducing modern roads. In the case of Aleppo, the 

construction project of modern road was already appeared in the first master plan of 

R.Danger. M.Ecochard revised it just from the viewpoint of the historic monuments. 

After the independence, A.Gutton drew up a detailed plan for the development project. 

But he implied he was obsessed with proprietors. G.Banshoya's policy was to limit the 

construction in the old city. However, development pressure was so strong that some 

roads from the age of Danger were finally adopted even in his plan. Unfortunately, some 

movements against their modernist policies happened, and Banshoya retired in adversity. 

However, his works are still great and should be considered with detailed examination of 

his planning policies. This might be an introduction to the story of the Middle 

Eastern urban planning. 

    

はじめにはじめにはじめにはじめに 

        

中東・北アフリカ地域には、４千年とも５千年とも言われる歴史をもつ都市が多く存在す

る。大部分は 20 世紀以降にヨーロッパ先進諸国の介入を受け、同時に近代都市計画が導入
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