
 

 Researc

In Togo, as 

spectacularly

and troubles

prosperity to

as concrete b

Christians in

denominatio

toward the 

existence an

 

 

 Researc

Previous stu

witchcraft i

non-charism

to blame w

Key W

ch backgroun

in several oth

y strong sinc

s in everyday

o believers’ li

beings such a

n Togo for ca

ons are not ab

existence of 

nd offers peop

ch purpose an

udies have po

is a princip

matic Christian

witchcraft for 

Charisma

Words: charism

nd 

her coastal co

e the 1990s. 

y life and tha

ives. The evi

as witches an

ausing all kin

ble to addres

such spiritua

ple a way of c

Fig. 1. C

of the H

nd aim 

ointed out tha

al source o

ns and other 

trifling mat

atic Christi

matic Christia

ountries on th

Charismatic 

at the Holy S

l spirits refer

nd indigenous

nds of misfor

ss perceived

al forces. Ch

combating wi

Children shou

Holy Spirit” ar

at these charis

f their incre

non-members

tters seeming

 

ianity and
 

 

 

anity, witchcra

 

he Gulf of G

Christians be

Spirit drives 

rred to here a

s spirits. Witc

rtunes in their

witchcraft pr

harismatic Ch

itchcraft throu

uting “Fire!” 

round them t

smatic church

easing popu

s say things l

gly having n

d Witchcra

Place of 

aft, deliveran

uinea, charism

elieve that ev

out these de

re not unders

chcraft in par

r daily lives. 

roblems beca

hristianity, on

ugh deliveran

and casting “

o expel evil s

hes’ self-proc

larity. Yet t

like “At every

nothing to do

aft in Togo

fieldwork: R

Nam

nce, confessio

matic Christi

vil spirits caus

evil’s servant

stood as abstr

rticular is blam

The older, m

ause they mai

n the other h

nce by the pow

 

“the power  

spirits. 

claimed abilit

their appeal 

y turn charism

o with it” an

o 

Ye

République T

me: MIYATA,

on, Togo 

ian movemen

se all sorts of

ts and brings

ractions of ev

med by many

more establish

intain a skep

hand, acknow

wer of the Ho

ty to combat 

is not univ

matic Christia

and “I don’t 

ear: 2005   

Togolaise   

, Hiroaki   

nts have been

f misfortunes

 success and

vil, but rather

y charismatic

hed Christian

ptical attitude

wledges their

oly Spirit. 

the forces of

versal: some

ans are quick

like to visit

 

 

 

n 

s 

d 

r 

c 

n 

e 

r 

f 

e 

k 

t 



charismatic 

people with 

relation betw

detail by an

sessions at c

 

 

 Results

Deliverance 

spiritual “tou

such as witc

spirits. Typi

to witchcraft

there are als

Here I will f

Christianity 

Persons co

concrete mi

about the pr

as traveling 

practicing ca

widely-held 

witchcraft i

strengthened

Between th

“There are 

problem as h

same way.”

churches. Th

an opportun

ween charism

nalyzing con

charismatic ch

s and achieve

 is the practic

uch”. Before 

ches to the fr

cally, person

ft, some seriou

so confession

focus on con

and witchcra

onfessing as w

sfortunes and

actice of witc

long distance

annibalism. A

stereotypica

s real, are c

d. 

he narratives

those who h

him, let them

” Thus they 

hey are have

nity to solve 

matic Christia

fessions of w

hurches. 

.

Fig. 2. P

The man

ments throug

ce of casting 

deliverance, 

ront of the ch

s confessing 

us, others rela

ns by those w

nfessions by w

aft. 

witches typic

d mishaps. C

chcraft. In the

es in impossi

As it happens

l impressions

contextualize

s of these co

have much m

m go to the fr

urge church

ens for witch

their witchcr

anity and wit

witchcraft pr

People confes

n on the left i

gh fieldwork

out evil spiri

pastors call t

hurch and ur

as victims of

atively trivial

who claim to

witches in ord

cally describe

Confessions b

eir confession

ibly short tim

, the behavior

s of what wit

d in the firs

onfessants, p

more serious 

ront of the ch

h members t

hes.” Though

raft problems

tchcraft. The 

roblems and 

ssing witchcr

is the pastor.

its from the b

those who are

rge them to c

f witchcraft a

l. In addition 

o have practic

der to shed a

e themselves 

by witches p

ns, witches c

mes, changing

rs to which se

tches do. The

st-person sto

astors make 

cases than t

hurch”, or “Y

to relate pro

h charismatic

s, outsiders’ 

purpose of t

confessions 

raft problems.

believer’s bod

e thought to s

confess how 

ascribe many

to confession

ced witchcra

additional ligh

as having be

rovide churc

laim to have 

g themselves 

elf-proclaime

ese generic id

ories told by 

such comme

hat of this c

You know tha

oblems in th

c Christianity

opinions suc

this study is 

of witchcraf

 

.  

dy by means 

suffer from th

they have be

y kinds of pro

ns by the alle

ft, that is, by

ht on the rela

een directly in

h members w

performed va

into animals 

ed witches co

deas about w

confessing 

ents as “Mo

child. If your

at someone ar

heir everyday

y is suppose

ch as these im

to clarify th

ft practice in

of prayer and

he influence o

een afflicted b

oblems in the

eged victims o

y the witches

ation between

involved in a

with detailed

arious unnatu

such as horn

onfess typical

witches, and th

witches and

ost children a

r children ha

around you be

y lives to w

d to provide

mply another

is relation in

n deliverance

d the pastor’s

of evil spirits

by these evil

eir daily lives

of witchcraft,

s themselves.

n charismatic

a sequence of

d information

ural acts such

ned owls, and

ly agree with

he belief that

are thereby

are witches”,

ave the same

ehaves in the

witchcraft by

e 

r 

n 

e 

s 

s 

l 

s 

, 

. 

c 

f 

n 

h 

d 

h 

t 

y 

, 

e 

e 

y 



generalizing

 

 

 Implica

Although ch

of individua

that addition

accusations 

In closing, I 

between cha

deliverance 

members to 

presence and

practice of c

Given the po

church in so

witches thro

pain and vio

g specific epis

ations and dir

harismatic Ch

als, it simultan

nal witchcraft

and witch-hu

would like to

arismatic Chr

process and t

make confes

d influence o

confession of 

opularity of c

ome way. The

ough charisma

olence as a res

sodes in conf

Fig. 3. A

while be

rections for fu

hristianity, thr

neously reinf

t problems w

unt movemen

o mention thr

istianity and 

the widesprea

sions of witc

f witchcraft i

f and deliveran

charismatic C

e third topic is

atic practices

sult. I intend 

fessions and p

A woman flin

eing delivered

uture research

rough its prac

forces the rea

will be perceiv

ts in rural Afr

ree important

witchcraft. T

ad belief in th

hcraft, who ju

n confessants

nce from witc

Christianity in

s the social pr

. In particular

to carry out f

pointing out th

nging herself 

d by a pastor

h 

ctice of deliv

ality and omn

ved. A similar

frica. 

t topics that I 

The first is the

he accuracy o

udge the relia

s’ lives. The s

chcraft within

n Togo, these p

roblems suffe

r, many child

further resear

he omniprese

down on the 

rs’ “touch”. 

verance, offer

nipresence of 

r pattern has 

intend to stu

e extremely st

of their claims

ability of thes

second topic 

n the church

practices mus

ered by the gr

dren are regar

rch focusing o

ence of witch

 

floor  

rs solutions to

witchcraft, th

been observe

dy to further 

trong influenc

s. It is the pas

se confession

is the influen

on the social 

st affect socia

rowing numb

rded as witche

on the above 

hcraft. 

o the witchcr

hus making i

ed in studies 

elucidate the

ce of the past

stors, after all

ns, and who id

nce of the repe

reality outsid

al relations ou

ber of people 

es and suffer 

three points. 

raft problems

it more likely

of witchcraft

e relationship 

tors in the 

l, who urge 

dentify the 

eated 

de the church

utside the 

identified as 

emotional 

s 

y 

t 

h. 


