Field trip to Kabata and Satoyama (Shiga Prefecture)

Kabata

The small town of Harie is located near to Lake Biwa. It is a most suitable place to learn
both water circulation and management (in relation to Session 3), as well as how humans
can live in harmony with nature (in relation to Session 2). In Harie, you can see crystal
clear water in a stream called Harie-Okawa which runs through the town. You would never
believe that such water comes from daily life waste water until you visit a special water
hut called Kabata in each house. The Kabata consists of three steps of water sinks (Ike).
Spring water is spewed from under ground through a pipe into the upper sink and used for
drinking, washing fruits and vegetables. Water flowing out to the middle sink is used for
washing dishes and pots. Then in the lower sink you will see large carps which eat food
scraps and as a result purify water. This kind of Kabata has been used for centuries. It is
still working well today not only because people never use chemical detergents in Kabata,
but also because people of the Harie treat the spring water as a treasure from nature. This
water use system provides strong inspiration for rethinking resource management and the
interaction of humans and nature.

Satoyama

We will visit a rural landscape with beautiful terraced paddy fields, where water from
the mountains behind goes through to Lake Biwa. This place is one of the research fields
for Session2 speaker, Dr. Katsue Fukamachi, who is interested in human utilization of
Satoyama landscape. In the past, people used to rely on the mountains to live, since
they used to cut brushwood for use as fertilizer, as opposed to chemical fertilizers. The
mountains were important, not only for fertilizer but also as a source of firewood, but
they are now wasted. Nature which is maintained with human disturbance may change if
there is no disturbance. Satoyama, interpreted as “a working landscape”, might be a well-
developed place full of wisdom of how to live in nature, since this place embraces various
kinds of land-use in a compact area where most of the items needed are provided within
the surrounding environment.




SATOYAMA Field Trip BlL74—IVERI v

(Organized by GCOE International Conference) (GCOE EF> ViRI T L E)
Date Sis
December 14, 2009 (Mon) 9:00 ~ 15:00 2000128148 (B) 9:00~ 15:00
Guide: Dr. Katsue Fukamachi (Kyoto University) ERR | REINEREK (RAKRFRMIKRIEFEE  EHE)
Dr. Hirokazu Oku (Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute) B —E GRMERSHRZERT EEMRS)
Program Az
8:45  Kawabata Campus, Kyoto University 845 WA/IEHF v /A HF
9:00  The Palace Side Hotel 9:00 /NLAYA LR - RTIVERE
10:30  Arrival at Harie, Shin-asahi-cho, Takashima-shi, Shiga 10:30 HEBEESEmHEETIICRE
10:30-11:30  Kabata Tour at Harie 10:30 ~ 11:30 #ICD)Ilim (DMdEfe) RE
11:35-12:25  Lunch at “Kawashin” 11:35~12:25 BB (MI11#71] 1270)
12:30 Departure 12:30 HH
13:00 Arrival at Hourai, Otsu-shi, Shiga 13:00 HEEAEHERICE)E
13:00-14:00  Satoyama Tour at Hourai 13:00 ~ 14:00 ZEX CHELHER
14:.00 Departure 14:00 HH
15:00 Arrival at Kawabata Campus, Kyoto Univ. (via Palace Side Hotel) 1500 /LA A K - RTIVEE T, RXIHF v /X E)E
Expenditure: Participation Fee (for Kabata Tour) 1,000 Yen + Lunchbox 1,500 Yen ERE | 2INE 1,000 5+ B2 1,500 H

What to wear: casual clothes which you would not mind getting dirty, walkable shoes  #54#) : FNTEHERUVER, HEPTVEH, ME, S WEIKISCTTZ 4 —IV K
What to bring: an umbrella, drinking water (field note, camera, binocular, snack, etc.)  /—F, #AXZ, WEEHE, Hr2iEE)

Kabata at Harie

S8 Satoyama at Hourai



