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International Workshop on “Informal Human Flows in Thailand and Its Neighbors”
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Activity report
Title: International Workshop on “Informal Human Flows in Thailand and Its
Neighbors” (18-19 Jan, 2010)

In this workshop we discussed both policy-oriented suggestions and academic
implications in the issues of various aspects of informal human flow which is now
taking place in Thailand and East and Southeast Asian neighboring countries.

This workshop is consisted of 8 presenters and 2 discussants from Japan, Thailand,
Germany and Korea (in terms of the place of residence). And 10 other participants in
and out of Kyoto University joined open discussion.

The first session was on the problems around the problems of Thai women (sometimes
they are sex-workers) working in Japan. The first speaker, Ms. Tomoko Matsui of
Ryukoku University, presented her paper on the narratives of Thai women who are
returnees from Japan. Ms. Pataya Ruenkaew, who is an NGO worker to rescue Thai
women abroad, presented the current situation of Thai women in Japan.

The second session of the first day and the first presentation of the second day
featured on the problems of foreign migrants in Thailand. Ms. Aungkana Kamonpetch ,
Chulalongkorn University, raised a question on definitions of controversial words
“forced labor”, “human trafficking” and “labor exploitation”, and the difference of
connotation between international usage and concrete situations of the fields. Ms.
Premjai Vungsiripaisal focused her presentation on the problems of education for
migrant children in the Thai-Burmese border area, and pointed out that the
government policy of education for children of migrants and refugees are very different
and this problem reflects basic policy to accept foreigners in Thailand. Ms. Tassanee
Surawanna, the Raks Thai Foundation, demonstrated difficulties in and future
prospects for cooperation between Thai and migrant workers in articulating and
promoting rights of laborers.

The final session contains two presentations. Dr. Tatsuki Kataoka discussed
cross-border migration movements of the hill tribes and current transformations in
migration pattern. Dr. Sangkook Lee, Sogang University, argued the importance of Mae
Sot, a border town in western Thailand, in terms that it functions as a hub of migration
for the Burmese, as well as a place attracting businessmen by providing cheap labor.

Finally Dr. Supang Chantavanich of Chulalongkorn University and Dr. Yoko Hayami

of Kyoto University made comments to each presenter for further discussion.



