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Feature Article

March 2008 the International Conference

On the Constituency of Humanosphere Studies

Kaoru Sugihara
Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University

What do we mean by humanosphere? How could
we make this concept operational in implementing our
interdisciplinary studies on the sustainability in Asia
and Africa? It was both necessary and unavoidable that
we address these questions in the First International
Conference last March. What follows is a sketch of my
understanding of the constituency of humanosphere,
on the basis of discussions at the Conference.

The figure (below right) has been drawn to show
the vastly different time frames involved in the
evolution of the geosphere, biosphere, and
humanosphere. The geosphere emerged some 4.6
billion years ago, whilst life came into existence a few
hundred million years later, marking the arrival of
biosphere. Humans appeared no more than two
hundred thousand years ago. It seems reasonable to
assume that each of the three spheres has been driven
by a distinct logic of its emergence and development
(and probably extinction).

The geosphere in the narrow sense refers to the
crust, mantle and core of the earth, but what matters to
us most is the emergence of an environment on the
earth surface, consisting of the lithosphere,
pedosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere etc., which
made the evolution of the biosphere and
humanosphere possible. Here we include all of these
spheres surrounding the biosphere and humanosphere
as part of the geosphere. Modern humans normally
understand volcano eruptions and earthquakes as
geospheric phenomena. They are eloquent expressions
of how deeply the geosphere governs the biosphere
and humanosphere. Thus it is useful to study how
humans responded to such disasters, and how these
human responses, physical as well as mental, came to
characterize the humanosphere. It consists of an
important part of the discussion of the sustainability of
the humanosphere.

The biosphere is driven by the logic of evolution,
and exists under the constraints imposed by the
geosphere and the interference caused by the
humanosphere. Many species have died out or
encountered the danger of extinction as a result. What
we see today is a list of species which survived such a
violent process. Even so, when we study the
“ecosystem” of a locality, by combining our knowledge
of both the geosphere and biosphere, we often
recognize the structure of “nature”, with delicate
chemical balances and impressive biodiversity built

into its landscape and food chains.

The history and structure of life can be observed
in its most complex and dynamic forms in the tropics.
If we wish to understand how humans have coexisted
with nature in the past, and could do so in the future,
at a general level of abstraction, it is necessary to study
how humans have come to terms with the tropical
environment and built a living environment
(humanosphere) for an increasingly large population,
by fighting with the threat of epidemic diseases, by
domesticating plants and animals, and by securing
drinking water and heat energy. Along with the
well-studied battle against the “scarcity” of resources, it
was the development of the human capacity to control
and respond to the “overactive” biota activities of the
tropics that facilitated the global expansion of the
humanosphere.

Yet the main concerns of economics and other
social sciences continue to lie in poverty alleviation
and conflict resolution, in search of higher living
standards and better political and social welfare, in a
world in which world population is likely to increase
for many more years to come. Given the urgency of
these issues, it is neither likely nor necessarily
desirable that humans’ further intervention in the
nature will slow down at a rapid pace.

On the other hand, it is no longer possible to
secure a sustainable humanosphere without sustaining
the geosphere and biosphere on a global scale. Our
society needs to build the resilience, responsiveness
and creativity in negotiating with the geosphere and
biosphere. To do this, we need the definition of a new
constituency, designed to study long-term dynamics
covering the three spheres and driven by the
interactions of three distinct logics of change. Area
studies, with rich interdisciplinary traditions, have a
potential to make a major contribution to such an area
of investigation. This is more than the simple study of
human society itself (which is the humanosphere in
the narrow sense of the word), instead the
humanosphere is to be studied in the sense as outlined
above. We wish to call the constituency of such an
interdisciplinary study “humanosphere”, in the hope of
identifying the sphere most relevant to human
existence.
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ca The Historical Evolution of Three Spheres

Years are not to scale.
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Feature Article

March 2008 the International Conference

In Search of Sustainable Humanosphere in Asia and Africa ) N . o
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The following session (Initiative 3) entitled East and Southeast Asia as an illustrative case study.
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“Forest Metabolism-Changing Nature of Biomass in The concluding session “Where Do We Go from
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Humanoshere” looked into the developmental paths of  Here?” featured a presentation by Yasushi Kosugi
forest in Asia and Africa with comparative cases from (ASAFAS) entitled “Back to the Genuine
Europe, critically examining the impact of the changing Humanosphere: The Future Gate We Ought to Open”,
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Feature Article Interview BWE - (>9E1—

Excerpts from an Interview with Professor Alfred Crosby,
Author of Ecological Imperialism
and Professor Karttunen Frances Esther (Mrs.Crosby)
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Q: Your book was published in 1986. It" s 20 years old now. Looking back, why do you think it became
popular?
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Professor Alfred Crosby (AC):  Because American society began to move in the direction of environmentalism
and became more sensitive to the environment. Therefore, the environmental interpretation of history
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of European imperialism began to make sense.
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If you were to expand the book now, given new studies, what would you add?
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I would have included South Africa where European ecological imperialism almost worked but not
quite. When the Europeans moved to the Americas, the population crashed among the native peoples
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and the Europeans moved into a vacuum. That did not really happen in South Africa because
environmental conditions there were sufliciently similar in Europe and Eurasia as to defend the native
population from sure 90% destruction as what happened in America. The Zulus as such lost but did not
so nearly totally and were not replaced demographically. And European domination lasted about three
generations before the aborigines took over again.
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The one thing that was fascinating about your book was that all these pathogens were coming to the
New World. But were there processes where the reverse happened; where pathogens went back from
the New World to Europe?
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Yes, there have been scores. By this time. hundreds of New World weeds, insects, diseases had moved
back to Europe. The American grey squirrel, for example, is now dominant in Europe and has driven
out the red squirrels.
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Q: The US government was worried about the plague in the 1950s. Did a similar concern worry the
Europeans during the imperial period? I am talking about quarantine system that the Europeans set up.
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AC: No. They just ignored it. There were some few concerns but most people just ignored it.
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Professor Karttunen Frances Esther (KFE): ~ They did have these naturalization stations, for instance in the Canary
Islands and in Madera, where they would bring plants and grow them for several seasons before moving
them on to the mainland because they somehow believed that things have to be acclimated gradually.

cleks!
e
<

A%

TArHTEE o v

PG oA ST ATA (AT UN—CT

Sl (RS [

EEIFT

b=t

And I guess that was how they introduced prickly pears to the Canaries and these took over.
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And of course, American crops became enormously important in the Old World like maize, sweet
potatoes, and white potatoes. But the only important diseases usually credited with having originated in
America and going to Europe was syphilis, and the proof that it did was weak.
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But it seems to be a little better. There has been an article published that gave it more scientific support.

Is there still ecological imperialism happening today? Which direction is it heading?
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Oh yeah. Every which way (KFE: there are all these invasive species). AIDS is probably African in
origin and the famous bird flu that is looming over us all is almost worldwide.

7

I think we practically know the date and place where West Niles fever first appeared in the United States.

AT
Ardwt

P

OuH

So if you were to add an afterword to the 2008 edition of your book what would you put there?
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I would not correct the original but will tidy it out. I would include a list of the migrants across the
oceans since the publication of the book. And I did not include syphilis in the first edition, and would
briefly discuss the argument about that particular disease. (Interview by Patricio Abinales, CSEAS)
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Initiative 1 Long-term Dynamics of Environment, Technology and Institutions
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Initiative 2 Study on Nature-Inspired Technologies and Institutions

Overseas Collaborative Fieldwork

Masayuki Yanagisawa
Center for Integrated Area Studies, Kyoto University

Initiative 2 conducted an overseas collaborative
fieldwork, in which six members of the initiative with
different disciplinary background discussed sustainable
humanosphere from the viewpoint of nature-inspired
technologies and institutions based on research ideas
obtained from a series of seminars on water and forest
held in Kyoto. We visited Sarawak State in Malaysia
from January 27 until February 3 and the
Murray-Darling River basin in Australia from February 4
until 9. In Malaysia, fieldwork was arranged and guided
by specialists on Sarawak studies, who were Dr. Ryoji
Soda, Associate Professor of Hokkaido University, Ms.
Yumi Kato, a graduate student of Kyoto University, and
Mr. Logie Seman, a former forester in Sarawak State.

In Sarawak, we focused on transition of land use
from dense tropical forest to the large scale oil-palm
plantation. Our movement and location during the
fieldwork was recorded by using Global Positioning
System and the information was overlaid on satellite

knowledge on technological development and
institution building on water use because it has been
one of the most important issues in the region. During
this fieldwork, we not only tried to understand
concepts behind the present technologies and
institutions but also had discussion with local
researchers regarding water use under such an
unstable rainfall condition.

Apart from usual fieldwork on area studies, the
main issue discussed among members was
nature-inspired technologies and institutions, so that
information on changes in land use in Sarawak and
water distribution mechanism in the Murray-Darling
River basin were highly conceptualized towards
comparison with other areas in the world. Although
the ideas generated during these fieldwork occasions
were just ideas toward a new paradigm, we found that
overseas collaborative fieldwork can be a useful
approach for paradigm formation.

TEW SHTHEXRIREDEIETORIZEH

images and subject maps from the past in order to
discuss long-term changes in land use. One of the
points discussed was how forest with a high degree of
biodiversity can be sustained under human use of land.
Considering biodiversity together with the long-term
recovery process from land use with considerable
temporal depth as well as spatial width was important
for sustainable use of land.

In Australia, we visited the Murray-Darling River
basin, which is the main agricultural area in the
country. Since the founding of the country in the late
18th century, there has been a huge accumulation of
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My research is concerned with natural
disasters. As an anthropologist, I have
been conducting my field research in
Istanbul, Turkey, where earthquake risk is
a public concern recently. In this G-COE
project, I am working with the issue of
sustainability in the context of natural
disasters, paying attention to local
people’ s awareness of the risk of disasters
and their knowledge concerning disasters,

as shaped through everyday life.
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Main research interest:Hydrology and Civil Engineering

I have developed a hydrological model
of the Huaihe River basin in China and the
Aral Sea basin in Central Asia. An
estimation of the impact of the land surface
on heat and the hydrological cycle is
important for climate change analysis. In
order to understand heat and water
movements, it is important to appreciate
not only computer simulation but also local
people and their lifestyles. I plan to
integrate various kinds of data and combine
them in order to provide useful information
in this regard.
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Initiative 3 The Forestry Model of Sustainable Humanosphere
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Main research interest: Environmental Science
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My major research topic is “environmental analysis

Satellite Remote Sensing”. Satellite data can provide
information about not only ground surface, but also

—
5]
P
7]
2
<
=
s
)
=
=
3]
2
5]
=
o
%
3
g
]
k=
=
<
)
S
8
&
=
El
z
=
2
5]
z
=
=]
5]
2
]

using GIS (Geographical Information System) and
satellite data on GIS platform constitutes the main part
of my research, because GIS enables us to deal with
various data including ground-based observation,
on-survey investigation data, and a broad range of
digital and statistical data. I will try to implement
analyses of those data in a comprehensive manner, so
as to perform interdisciplinary investigation in figuring
out the state of, and changes in the environment, and

in assessing the environmental impacts.
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Toward Humanosphere-Sustainable Development . oML Lk AT r B R AR
. 2 Z ) ST o L LA T r T B Z
- Akio Tanabe o WO WEZHY R, X AR LM LT 5k 2B
Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University T o T& 50 Ao s L8 THYp oIz ff ﬁ
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What is “humanosphere-sustainable  recognize diversity and plurality of different cultures, S b EC LD X T A E T 5 0+ ¢ b &z R M o
devel ”? i i i i i B o D I AT CGEE Sl kR Oy T R i3
elopment”? What kind of research is necessary to we may begin to see our ecological surroundings not - oror WA 2k OB OO % e H v % 3k T 3 oz b ﬁ
- o
promote this? Here, I would like to state in brief what  as “the nature” with its autonomous principle but as w3y % LR oE B X T OB B % [N ;Jj: Z) ﬁi/; B < ;)), 72 W *TJ‘
I have so far learnt and thought in this G-COE project. “natures” that emerge situationally in the concrete Aoy \ELFELLELE D =13 E B ?}? % 1 &g ok g“, oo Q ".'}:kl:
Firstly, “humanosphere” can be defined lationships with living h beings. We need AmECHrba bW SRS (1K g R R ]
stly, phere” can be defined as  relationships with living human beings. We need to Z)H‘J&‘L")ﬁﬁﬂﬁ{’%a< Eifﬁcb‘lﬁﬁy N YW o B o AN ]
socio-ecological environment for human life. That combine “science” that would open up the economic cH % 5o 5 L % - I oH % ‘ [ NN %;E A ° w :E w & B D
consists of the network of relations and interactions and technological possibilities contained in various @_I [ijl L A L 0) EL ’O = 7 wm o lg é 4 % 1% D 5 ]i: X ;jt{ % =8 ?‘ fli\ 5 7%
between human beings, animals, plants, earth, water, cultures and natures and “art” that would understand %‘ %ﬁ ; - l?%g 75‘;, ;% 0‘3 7_‘? . ilﬁ 2 % v ljg i ﬁ} Z; %_ EZ? b I 'KC Z Z D ¥ %
— PR 7 e [ o
air, artifacts etc. Human life is a process of exchange  and give life to their existential significance -- their FAT 3 i (A N Sl - %’,( A=< Tk fli v ° & z % X % W% é\c
of matter and energy as well as information and value  “heart” so to speak. What is required is an integral Z 5) E g\ %i_ ‘g § & ?\) n &l (g % g £ Llii ‘]7 % D n #t f;: = ;’% % # H P
with this humanosphere as living environment. science-art that would open up new possibilities of 1 \i w 9 2 'E A ; o 7, ; BOR 2 7;; i—? (B~ E iz N Sl 7z
And then, “humanosphere-sustainable  natures and cultures and construct better and more Ao THT D PN % I iz 7 RPN T A A & 3 L ;)C Eﬂ[ HH 5?)
”» . . . . . . o) = : - 3 7\- % ﬁ‘é :‘ t jL -
development” would mean overall progress of human meaningful socio-ecological relationships in the T DS f—:_ 22 % ) L7 ?% & B t{ &%z H o, & < 15} Z b
i WS N AN \ . e
well-being that involves healthy and meaningful humanosphere. MR ELFEELEL_BTRY D A By ¢ & it EE
relatl‘onshlp‘s with/in socio-ecological environment. It is obvious by now t-hat we‘cannot continue LI E LB A DO W E RS L% WM AY 7 R R A%
Quality of life does not depend on how much we  to have the mass consumption society based on the fif v 3 B brETCHEL-ISTELE)ZHELEMES LA D A Z FNDA
obtain from our environment (though we must satisfy unidirectional exploitation of nature as represented i 2 5 E:J 'f' [N N %b‘ # %ﬁ R ?) oz RET g D R ’30 2 T 10 7 %
our needs) but on the quality of relationships with our in the present fossil-fuels economy. Also we cannot W t‘ IE] i NI = A T 1o E ﬁ: % /" & é I’_ Z,_ % A A % T‘ VC\ S * & & F’ <
Kl %ﬂﬂ@ﬂ’ FERKIETY I a0 [ Al (tﬁ‘f}o/\-
living environment. This fact seems fairly obvious from overlook the growing gap between the rich and the o] = o 1t skoBllHOB Mk LEdwHEHNmI Lo g RGN W 3 »n T L
our everyday experiences. However, when we attempt poor in the world. In order to solve the environment g 2 % E & ? E}; ﬁ 7%’ 52 Z 2 g (jﬁ % g}; g "y i)}: V(: %&U %) 7% é‘ﬂé Ii i % ;fi‘ A { ;i'):
tin academic discourse, FHATHE S22 08 Tl AKD G0 Ty bk
t(? frame it in academic dlelOlllrSf-), it sudden‘ly becomes and energy problem as well as underdevelopment EL o IS 2 Bario “®AHT 2L LR SUNIE }TS 1z gz % 570 % % D Ji%
difficult to get hold of. This indicates our intellectual ~ problem, it is necessary that we develop new o DT s BMLNIEZ ERFE M S 3 S E D ‘:E B o zZ® Y pH El
poverty as we are yet unable to academically grasp technologies to avail sustainable source of energy = ?E Eg g b E’:i’ % T é IE]L f%) E,JJ % Ff ‘i‘ 5;‘” ji [E‘ é g g i g 7% ) ff@ ? N I I8 u%
what is most precious in our lifes. That is why (solar power energy and bioenergy) and to build a g 2 % 2 7? %’: ﬁ ‘Z XA R @ TR D R o JE %E) Hi 2 /Z\’ > t; 2 ]]7 ; ?\_ e
academic paradigm-shift is certainly necessary. new system, value and practice that can utilize E ﬁ HE E— %0 D oW S ‘ W M {iﬁ - Lo 4| ﬂil 72 ox 5 Z /7\ n X /%/
Our G-COE project aims to understand them towards bettering our overall quality of life. ’%’ Z); ‘rg é ? g i"g E: %\ L\ 2\ ; 'EQ fc) E g 1% g % g i % f)? i i‘): E {ﬂj; f é i)
‘human-and-environment’ as one unit of human life For this purpose, the combination of the PN 2 E § 4)\ e WOH LA~ (3 T Z;’Z EY ZJ I AT E ° 5 z % » < "7; Z;
and seeks the conditions and ways for enhancing the  humanosphere-science that would open up new L fE & B0 < 2R F e B2 X L EIE’J v A E{ D b H » (B
overall quality of the networks constituting this unit technological possibilities for human life in geosphere é E;J @ %%L W f I;g @ }; gé g ?;: 72’ <\ i’g E g }151’5 ;‘7: %1% %0 iy g ‘?ﬁ? = % li‘:\ % T‘ I
i.e. humanosphere. If I may state its direction in  and biosphere and the global area studies that would = e é T L bLi Lt h sz aR S I 5_, Moz 2k
preliminary terms, as a memo for our prospective identify cultural potentialities in the world for sorting FPEANLSAHAEL2L o %20 820Gk Hoak v A oY) 5 b O B
research, it will be an intellectual practice that better socio-ecological networks is most necessary.
would open up future possibilities of the The present environment-energy crisis actually offers LA SPAT N [ i fg‘? f}': ot F i 2 ,@ Hl VC‘ t‘? e %z
‘human-and-environment’” or humanosphere basing on us a golden opportunity for re-creating a better world R A }11 LR A Lol
p g g pp y g . é\~ﬁﬂﬁﬂ:f:%#t;lﬂuﬁwﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂé@w&
the realization of the depth of history of the universe  The responsibility lies with us all. Z T b HE 0 N1 T MBS BB S ORE i‘ o &
that is accumulated in our lifes. The history of % T f ? 3 L:‘ o — A 2k 7'7: A ﬂi{ " EH b
A , , gD e THEAE eV LY ZELYETMHEANY
evolution of the universe, geosphere, biosphere and S 3 7 EE-CKFECHE COW ok M E s D
humanosphere is inscribed in the present form of T ik ,; k 2 i o R R S ‘g)) xXE - > CZ
human life. Fortunately, human intelligence enables ? g'g [N Z ZT: ﬁé ;1; El iR g“g g g § gg n oy é E fg 7“;
human beings to critically reflect upon such history Z;{ D ;ﬂ; 07) W % oy f})Z Mo oE i g T‘ D oA M 4[%” A
and practical-morally pursue better forms of human ’;:- 7 x A D % A gy B O R 2 L/ )
life for the future. F gf % e ﬂ: % Pe LJ: [;E‘:j = %% B ﬁ ﬁ i’ D g ﬁ Zf) j:\ ;
Such intellectual practice would involve ¥ ;g % ? i3 il é‘% ;’::5 );{: P A1 7; ?‘ 9 Ty vy
changing not only our cultural perception of the world ; | ;g Zd [E\ ’!‘.E ;7;; *LF ;) }0) )7;5 ¥ %‘ Z;i) ﬁ; i‘i’ b & ﬂi
i i i i - D B LY Al :Ei‘;ﬁ% ok x YU Y
but zflso concrete rela‘tlonshl‘ps with the environment ;C) & ;; ; _9?~ ¥ % Fox gz » g ) LL S % ,‘g; 1k 7
that include technological actions. That demands us to » L < % oM = A N - DD ® Xy b
respect and enliven different cultures and natures to 2 & » 7 g’é g » i’ L%: g_ & T ;} & ;i ; y)ﬁ g:i % Zl):
. . AT . o D o 1 M’ S 1) > 3 :
the best of their potentialities. Here, just as we < %3) 1 ® Iz %3) SO TV BN ELE R

Global COE Program Newsletter No.2 July 2008 14



International Activities

Improved Biofuel Production through Transgenic Modification of Cell Walls

15

in Sengon (Paraserianthes Falcataria)
Sri Hartati

Research Centre for Biotechnology, LIPI, Cibinong 16911, Indonesia

The use of crop plants as raw materials has grown
extensively in ethanol fuel industries worldwide,
including the United States, Brazil and the countries of
the European Union, and considerable effort has been
exerted toward improving ethanol yields over the last
two decades. Today, however, wood may be considered
the most environmentally effective renewable source of
energy because it does not compete with crop plants
used as food for humans. Nevertheless, recalcitrance to
saccharification is a major limitation in the conversion
of lignocellulosic biomass to ethanol. The accessibility of
plant cell wall polysaccharides to enzymatic digestion is
limited by many factors, including the presence and
crystallinity of hemicellulose that tethers the cellulose
microfibrils. Cell wall modification should improve
fermentable sugar yields for biofuel production.

Sengon (Paraserianthes falcataria), which belongs
to the subfamily Mimosoideae of Leguminoseae, is a
recommended species for industrial timber estates. This
species has the ability to grow in poor or marginal land
as well as fertilize the land as a nitrogen-fixing tree
species. P. falcataria, most widely known by its former
name, Albizia falcataria, and locally known as sengon,
occurs naturally in Haiti and Papua New Guinea.

We have succeeded in the production of transgenic
sengons overexpressing poplar cellulase (PaPopCell).
Overexpression of poplar cellulase in sengon could
result in increased leaf size, faster growth, higher
cellulose content, and less wall-bound xyloglucan. It
should be noted that wild-type sengon is already one of
the fastest growing tree species in the world; the
transgenic sengon developed in this study grows even
faster and may ultimately be the fastest growing tree in

My Indonesian Experience
Sumiko Mizuno

the world. In the current study, we further employed
xyloglucanase, polygalacturonase and xylanase, which
could enhance the production of raw materials not only
for timber but also biofuel. We have transformed a large
number of pieces of hypocotyl and cotyledon nodes of
sengon seedlings using the Agrobacterium method.
These explants have been isolated in MS medium
containing plant hormones and antibiotics.
Over-expression of such trans-genes in these explants
could result in cell wall modification.

Efforts to improve the wood quality of sengon have
been made with collaborative research between the
Research Centre for Biotechnology, the Indonesian
Institute of Sciences (LIPI) and RISH (Research Institute
for Sustainable
Humanosphere),
Kyoto University,
Japan since 2003.
We thank Rumi
Kaida (RISH, Kyoto
University) for
working very hard
with us to produce
the transgenic
sengon in our
laboratory at
Biotechnology LIPL

Ph.D.Student. The Laboratory of Biomass Morphogenesis and Information, RISH, Kyoto University

On February 21st ~ 23rd, The Humanosphere
Science School 2008 and The 92nd RISH Symposium
“Towards the Establishment of a Sustainable
Humanosphere” was held in Indonesia co-organized by
RISH and RDUB-LIPI supported by Kyoto University and
the G-COE Program.

This symposium could be said to have been a real
success, due to a great number of participants (about 90
people in all). In this symposium, we were able to study
based on a multitude of interdisciplinary research such
as the science of medicine, atmospheric research and
plants and so on.

Last year, I studied the Populus euphratica
excavated from the Niya site on the Silk Road. 1 wrote a

research paper that is titled “Populus euphratica in Niya
site ~Scientific assessment of deterioration and humanity
studies~. [ never imagined that a year after this, I would
give a talk about my thesis in Indonesia. In this
symposium, a number of subjects about the
interdisciplinary or integrated approaches were fully
discussed. I explained my study about the humanistic
studies of wooden masks along the Silk Road by using a
new method of wood identification and about the Kanji
used as a wood name. Throughout the symposium, I was
able to obtain a lot of important advice from researchers
from other fields. In the future, I hope that I can
investigate the wood species used as wooden masks in

Indonesia. Photo By Sorimachi Hajime

Humanospheric Science School in Indonesia

Professor Bambang Subiyanto
Research and Development Unit for Biomaterials, LIPI

The Humanosphere Science School and 92nd
RISH Symposium were held at the Research and
Development Unit for Biomaterial, LIPI Cibinong Bogor
Indonesia on February 21-23, 2008. This Science
School constitutes a continuation of the Wood Science
School, and has been organized every year since 2006
with the sponsorship of the JSPS (Japan Society for
Promotion of Science). Based on the desire of both the
institutions of the RISH and RDUB to continue this
program, since 2007 the sponsorship of this program
has come from the G-COE after the sponsor from JSPS
came to an end in 2006. These programs are created
in response to a great concern toward a new paradigm
of sustainable humanosphere and area studies in Asia
and Africa. Co-organized by RISH, CSEAS and LIPI and
supported by Kyoto University and the G-COE Program.
These intellectual events are an innovative endeavor
where presenters and participants can share their
knowledge about the latest issues closely related to the
new paradigm. Humanosphere Science School will
explore the forest atmospheric science, wood collection
and related studies, biomass conversion, potentials and
uses of natural fibers for bio-composites, biodiversity in
tropical plantation forests, and wood as building
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International Activities

materials. The participants were
Masters or Doctoral students, young
lecturers or young scientists from
universities, research institutions, and
private companies from western to eastern parts of
Indonesia such as Sumatra, Java, Kalimantan, Sulawesi,
and Maluku. The total number of participants was 84
persons, 23 from Japan and 51 from Indonesia.

The theme Toward Establishment of Sustainable
Humanosphere is suitable for the present condition in
our country which is now faced with natural disasters
i.e. flooding, landslides, and earthquakes. Some of those
disasters were caused by human activities. We should
learn more in order to get the ideal results of
development which are environmentally, socially and
economically beneficial and viable. These intellectual
events will become an important point in the attempt
to establish the new paradigm of a sustainable
humanosphere. I think it is also a good chance for the
young scientists to meet the lectures and to broaden
their knowledge and discuss directly their views. I wish
that in this program, the students will be able learn
new information from the lecturers as well as establish
a good relationship for future cooperation.
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2007 Paradigm Seminar

Paradigm Seminars (October 2007~) ~

The 3rd G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2007/11/19 at RISH
[V & W7z A AF AR R AR I D e B — BRBE Ll EE DB D ) — |
The 4th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2007/12/17 at CSEAS

R T - WA 1

[ SE TS IR A 0 My I Fe B\ 21 ) C FHH R
The 5th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/1/21 at CSEAS

[0 — 7 V7 T O0 F — R — Ry A A7 S o 3 KIS ¢ - | (A3
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The 6th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/2,18 at RISH

[7 70 % ORI 2 5 - 85 - EIEK - A 5 HE

The 7th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/4/21 at CSEAS
FA =TT T4 T O
The 8th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/5/19 at CSEAS
[HAFOE « B RIS B 2 T 0EE%E &9 BES %70
The 9th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/6,16 at RISH
[BREAGHE - B D 720 O L\ i ] N
The 10th G-COE Paradigm Seminar 2008/7/14 at CSEAS
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Kyoto Working Papers on Area Studies, G-COE Series Started. For details, see our Webpage.

http://www.humanosphere.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/staticpages/index.php/working_papers
http://www.humanosphere.cseas.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en/staticpages/index.php/working_papers_en
March 2008

Studies on Hanoi Urban Transition in

Ho Dinh Duan
Mamoru Shibayama

20" Century Based on GIS/RS G-COE Series 1

(Kyoto Working Papers on Area Studies No.3)

March 2008

Beyond the Sunni-Shiite Dichotomy:
Junichi Hirano
G-COE Series 2

(Kyoto Working Papers on Area Studies No.4)

Rethinking al-Afghani and His Pan-Islamism

June 2008

Kuppanan Palanisami

Muniandi Jegadeesan

Koichi Fujita G-COE Series 3

Yasuyuki Kono  (kyot0 Working Papers on Arca Studies No.5)

Impacts of the Tank Modernization Programme on

Tank Performance in Tamil Nadu State, India

Introducing the In-coming G-COE Young Scholars
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EH ?? (ﬁimOE ResearChe ) Main research interest: Avian Ecology,
N Fu'ita (G—C Nutrient Cycling,
MotOkO J Conservation Ecology
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I have been interested in the role of birds in
nutrient cycling in forest ecosystems.
Urbanization caused the increase of birds as |
crows, consequently transporting feces-derived
N and P from residential area to the urban
fragmented forest. My next theme will be to
clarify the significance of maintaining
biodiversity in terms of nutrient cycling. Tropical
region is known by rapid decrease of
biodiversity because of human impact. How the
decrease in biodiversity affects the nutrient i
cycling might be my research theme.

Coming Events

ﬁ2008 International Seminars Co-Sponsored by G-COEﬁ

2008/7/4-5
International Workshop “Chinese Identities and Inter-Ethnic
Coexistence and Cooperation in Southeast Asia”
HBT —2 2 ay JIRBET VT IEBT2HAOTA T VT4
T4 & R |
Venue: CSEAS, Kyoto University
Participating Organizations: CSEAS and Netherlands
Institute for War Documentation

2008/8,7
International Workshop “Re-Conceptualization of Wildlife
Conservation: Toward Resonatable Actions for Local Life”
BT =27 a2 v 7T REO TS « AHE 230 L
- BAEBZINT T
Venue: the Embassy of Japan, Nairobi, Kenya
Organized & Sponsored by JSPS Nairobi Center and
Kenya Wild Life Service

2008/8,12-13
International Workshop on the conservation of the various
functions of tropical forests
T —2 > a2 v TGO IE L RS 27 =2 Y a v 7]
Venue: National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan
Sponsored by 7 BB 78 i #h 2k B i+ ~ # — (Center for
Global Environmental Research, National Institute for
Environmental Studies); # #& # & #F %% 1 (Forestry and
Forest Products Research Institute); Hiroshima University

2008/9.4
International Workshop: “Pastoral Societies in Africa: New
Possibilities for Sustainable Development through the
Interaction of Scientific Researchers and Development Workers”
HBT —2 >3y 717 7 H RS Ol e 7 SR
T BEFE L PASEEBRZ G T B 720 O 72tk 2185 |
Venue: University of Nairobi, Kenya
Sponsored by Institute of African Studies, University of
Nairobi; JSPS Nairobi Center; F#KS: 7 7 1 7 Ml 58 %k
£ >~ % — (Center for African Area Studies)

2008/9/16-17
International Workshop “Tslam for Social Justice and Sustainability:
New Perspective on Islamism and Pluralism in Indonesia”
Venue: Kyodai Kaikan, Kyoto
Sponsored by: The Center for Asia-Pacific Area Studies,
Academia Sinica, Taiwan and CSEAS

2008/9/17-18
International Workshop on “Preserving Indigenous Knowledge
in the Horn of Africa: Challenges and Prospects for Collaborative
Research in Oral Literature, Music and Ritual Practices”
Harar, Ethiopia

\ Co-Organized by: The Department of Sociology and Social

Anthropology (SoSA) at Addis Ababa University; The

Institute of Ethiopian Studies (IES); Peoples Mobilization,

Culture and Social Affairs Bureau of Harar (Ethiopia).
2008/11,89

International Symposium “Multiple Paths of Economic

Development in Global History”

[ YR Y A[7a=00 - kA DY) — & BRI

Venue: Shiran Kaikan Annex, Kyoto University
Sponsored by HAZ 4l &xififkiF % H4 IEHA 478+4% (Science
Council of Japan, Economics Committee, IEHA); FHf264% A
[7a—rOve 2 b —FEOHRR & BT GO HE |
Bkt aR LS4 (Socioeconomic History Society); #% &
122y (Business History Society of Japan); BUAREH Y - #if
112245 (Political Economy and Economic History Society)

2008/11,/17-20
International Symposium FORTROP II “Forestry Change
in a Changing World”
Venue: Kasetsart University, Bangkok
Sponsored by Royal Forest Department;National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation Department;Department of
Marine and Coastal Resources; Forest Industry Organization,
and six other Thai organizations; H 4 £ # 4 1 %% 2 (Japan
Society of Tropical Ecology);Smithsonian Institute and
three other non-Thai organizations

2008/11,25-26
International Workshop “Forest Policies for a Sustainable
Humanosphere” in Kyoto
Co-Organized by: Wageningen University and Research
Center, Forest and Nature Conservation Policy Group
University of Goettingen, Institute for Forest Policy, Forest
History and Nature Conservation.

2008/12/4-6
Joint International Workshop by Geo-Informatics for
Spatial-Infrastructure Development in Earth and Allied
Sciences 2008
Venue: La Thanh Guesthouse, Hanoi
Organized by Japan-VietnamGeoinformatics Consortium;
Hanoi University of Mining and Geology; Pacific Nuclear Council;
and Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative

2008/12/11
International Workshop on “Changing “Family” in
Globalizing Southeast Asia: Cultures of Relatedness and
Reproduction”
[B 7 —2 v a vy 7T7a—rUbT 2Rl 7 V7128 B[R
BB - Dhhsh L FAEED L]
Venue: Clock-Tower Memorial Hall, Kyoto University
Sponsored by JSPS Core University Program

/

WRAAEF © 7 ¢ =L FIES, EIFRE,

Main research interest: Field Medicine, Geriatrics, Epidemiology

I have been engaged in the study of
field medicine, especially with regards
to the study of geriatrics across the
countries of Southeast Asia and also
Japan. My current research interest is
concerned with clarifying the
universality and diversity of Quality of
Life  (QOL). I also would like to assess
the QOL during the end of life and the
quality of individual death with dignity
from the point of view of the actual
setting of medical practice.

Introducing the In-coming G-COE Young Scholars
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